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Minutes of Meeting  
SATS POLICY COMMITTEE 

January 9, 2020 
 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Policy Committee Voting Members 

 Dave Kimsey, Chair* Village of Chatham 

 Frank Squires, Vice Chair Sangamon Mass Transit District 

 Bonnie Drew City of Springfield 

 Joe Gooden Springfield-Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission 

 Brian McFadden Sangamon County 

 Jeff South** Illinois Dept. of Transportation (IDOT): Region 4, District 6 

* Represented by Patrick McCarthy 
** Represented by Sal Madonia 

  
  
  

Policy Committee Non-Voting Members 

 Curtis Jones IDOT: Urban Program Planning 

 JD Stevenson* Federal Highway Administration (FHWA): Illinois Div. Office 

  Federal Transit Administration 

* Represented by James Kyte  
   

Others  
Ronald Walker – Resident, City of Springfield 
Steven Simpson-Black – Friends of Transit 
Molly Berns - Regional Planning Commission 
Shannan Karrick – Regional Planning Commission 
Jason Sass – Regional Planning Commission 
Neha Soni – Regional Planning Commission 
Brian Sheehan - Regional Planning Commission 
 
 

I.    CALL TO ORDER 
 

Acting Chair McCarthy called the meeting of the SATS Policy Committee to order at 12:00 PM.  
 

II.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. McCarthy asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the December 12, 2019 SATS Policy 
Committee Meeting.  Frank Squires made a motion to approve the meeting minutes.  Joe Gooden 
seconded the motion.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

III.    TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Nor report was given.    
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IV. 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan 
 

A. Amendment 37: FY 2020-2023 TIP Projects 
Neha Soni introduced Amendment 37 

 

 
Bonnie Drew made a motion to approve Amendment 37 to the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan.  
Sal Madonia seconded the motion.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
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B. Amendment 38: FY 2020-2023 SMTD Projects 
 
Neha Soni introduced Amendment 38 

  
Frank Squires made a motion to approve Amendment 38 to the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan.  
Sal Madonia seconded the motion.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
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V. 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program 
 

A. Amendment 1: SMTD 
 

Neha Soni introduced Amendment 1 

 
Frank Squires made a motion to approve Amendment 1 to the 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement 
Program.  Brian McFadden seconded the motion.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
  

http://co.sangamon.il.us/Portals/0/Departments/Regional%20Planning%20Commission/Docs/Transportation/Plans/TIP/Current%20TIP/FINAL_FY%202017-2020_TIP.pdf?ver=2016-10-14-105731-340
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B. Amendment 2: IDOT 

 
Neha Soni introduced Amendment 2 

 
Sal Madonia made a motion to approve Amendment 2 to the 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement 
Program.  Joe Gooden seconded the motion.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
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C. Modification 1: Archer Elevator Road 

 
Neha Soni introduced Modification 1 
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D. Modification 2: I-55 

 
Neha Soni introduced Modification 2 
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VI. TECHNICAL ADVISOR UPDATES 
 

A. Illinois Dept. of Transportation:  Office of Planning and Programming 
 

No report was given. 
 

B. Federal Highway Administration:  Illinois Division Office 
 

No report was given. 
 

VII. AGENCY UPDATES 
 

A. Springfield-Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission 
 

Shannan Karrick told the Committee that work was continuing on the 2045 Long Range 
Transportation Plan.  She added that SSCRPC staff would work with individual SATS constituents to 
ensure that projects and priorities are added to the plan.   

 
B. Sangamon Mass Transit District (SMTD) 

 
No report was given. 
  

C. City of Springfield 
 
Bonnie Drew announced the following: 

 The Archer Elevator Road project was suspended for the winter with work beginning again in 
spring, 2020. 

 The Laurel Street underpass was progressing with relocation of utilities and sewers 

 Embankment work continued on the 5th and 6th Street rail bridges. 

 
D. Sangamon County 

 
No report was given. 

 
E. Illinois Department of Transportation:  Region 4, District 6 
  

Sal Madonia told the Committee that a consultant for Phase I planning study of the MacArthur 
Boulevard reconstruction project would be selected on January 29, 2020.  The project would include 
MacArthur Boulevard between South Grand Avenue and Stanford Avenue.  Mr. Madonia was unsure 
when construction would begin for the project. 
 

F. Village of Chatham 
 

No report was given. 
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VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Ronald Walker addressed the Committee.  He said that he did not believe that there was enough room 
for bus benches on MacArthur Boulevard near Outer Park Drive.  He asked that MacArthur Boulevard be 
planned for Complete Streets and able to accommodate multiple modes of transportation.  He also noted 
that pedestrians were at risk during precipitation events because of the current pavement condition on 
MacArthur and he hoped that some temporary overlay could be applied in the interim before 
reconstruction.   
 
Mr. Walker asked about the timeline for SMTD to replace its current fare collection technology.  Frank 
Squires told Mr. Walker that SMTD staff were preparing a Request for Proposals and that the project 
would proceed after some technical issues had been resolved.  Mr. Walker suggested that SMTD consider 
implementing smartphone passes as part of the project.  Mr. Walker expressed his frustration with the 
current punch-card fare collection system and asked if there would be an interim solution for the punch-
card shortcomings.  Mr. Squires said that he would speak with SMTD drivers and staff. 
 
Steven Simpson-Black addressed the Committee.  He called their attention to a rail bridge over Interstate 
55 that had been converted to the Nickel Plate Trail.  He noted that the Madison County Transit authority 
had painted the bridge for aesthetic effect.  He expressed his wish that Sangamon County would do a 
similar treatment to the rail bridge over Interstate 72 when it designs the southern extension of the 
Sangamon Valley Trail.   
 

 
 

Ms. Karrick noted that painting the bridge would fit the City of Springfield’s stated goal for the 
beautification of routes leading into the city.  Ms. Drew agreed and said that the City was planning to 
wrap bridges and improve aesthetics on Clear Lake Avenue.   
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IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
There was no unfinished business. 
 

 

X. NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. Next Meeting Date- February 13, 2019 

 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Acting Chair McCarthy called for a motion to adjourn.  Joe Gooden made 
a motion to adjourn.  Frank Squires seconded the motion.  The vote to adjourn was unanimous.   
 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 12:15 PM.   

 

        Respectfully Submitted, 
 

        Jason Sass 
         Recording Secretary 

 
 
 


