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  Member   Representative   Affiliation 

X X X X X X Joe Gooden, Chair City of Springfield 

X X X X Ken Springs, Vice Chair Sangamon County 

X X X X X X Greg Kruger, Secretary City of Springfield 

X X X X X X Mayor Jim Langfelder 
Bonnie Drew /  

Val Yazell 
City of Springfield 

X X Andy Van Meter Brian McFadden Sangamon County Board 

X X X X Ald. Joe McMenamin City Council 

X X X X Ald. Andrew Proctor City Council 

X X X X X X Greg Stumpf Trustin Harrison Sangamon County Board 

X X X X X George Preckwinkle Charlie Stratton Sangamon County Board 

X X X X X Leslie Sgro Jason Graham Springfield Park District 

X X X X Frank Vala 
Roger Blickensderfer 
/ Traci Carter 

Springfield Airport 

Authority 

X X X X X X Brian Brewer 
Frank Squires /  

Steve Schoeffel 

Sangamon Mass Transit 

District 

X X X X X X Dick Ciotti 

Gregg Humphrey /  

Rob Leinweber /     

Jason Jacobs 

Sangamon County Water 

Reclamation District 

X X X X Jeff Vose 
Lyle Wind /     

Shannon Fehrholz 

Regional Office of 

Education 

X X X X X Eric Hansen Sangamon County 

Vacant (March 2019 - City of Springfield 

X X X Larry Hamlin Sangamon County 

Others Staff 

Marlain Beard Molly Berns Lindsay Kovski 

Ethan Hendricks Mary Jane Niemann 

Shannan Karrick Jason Sass 

Steve Keenan Joe Zeibert 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

Springfield-Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission 

December 18, 2019 

1. CALL TO ORDER.

Chairman Joe Gooden called the meeting to order at 9:32 AM. 

2. ROLL CALL.

Mary Jane Niemann called the roll. 
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3. MINUTES OF MEETING. 

  

Chairman Gooden asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the November 20, 

2019 Regional Planning Commission meeting.  There were none.  The minutes were accepted as 

mailed.   

 

4. MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD. 

 

There was no meeting of the Executive Policy Board.   

 

5. REPORT OF OFFICERS. 

  

There was no report of officers.     

 

6. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 

 

A. 2020 Regional Planning Commission Meeting Dates – Molly Berns noted that a handout was 

available at the meeting regarding upcoming 2020 meeting dates.  (See attached).      

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE. 

 

A. Audit Engagement Letter – Molly Berns summarized an audit engagement letter from 

CliftonLarsenAllen LLP regarding an audit that will be conducted for the SSCRPC for the years 

ended November 30, 2019 and 2018.  (See attached). 

 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS / COMMENTS. 

 

There was no one who wished to address the Commission. 

 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS. 

 

Land Subdivision Committee (LSC) – There were two projects to be acted upon by the Regional 

Planning Commission this month: 

 

Restaurant Outparcel Subdivision 

Location & Sketch Map 

Variance of Sec. 153.158(b)(2) – Lot Arrangement 

Description: Part of the N½ of the NW¼ of the SW¼ of Section 7, T15N, R5W (Located at the 

southeast corner of Veterans Parkway and Wabash Avenue) 

 

Joe Zeibert stated the owners would like to divide off the Outback Steakhouse, Popeye’s and CoreLife  

Eatery.  The same access point will be used onto Wabash Avenue.  A shared access easement will be 

utilized to serve the lots.   

   

Zeibert noted that the Land Subdivision Committee recommended approval of the Location & Sketch 

Map and Variance of Sec. 153.158(b)(2). 

 

Chairman Gooden noted that lots north of this development have separate signs.  He asked if these lots 

would be eligible for separate signs.  Zeibert said he will ask for more information at the preliminary 

plan stage.   
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Commissioner Joe McMenamin noted that the Wabash Avenue / Veterans Parkway intersection was 

the highest traffic count intersection in Sangamon County aside from the interstates.  He also expressed 

concern about the number of signs along Wabash Avenue.   

 

Berns stated an amendment to the zoning ordinance would be needed to limit the number of signs. 

 

Commissioner McMenamin asked if the location & sketch map and variance process allows conditions 

to be added regarding signage.  Zeibert said the variance is to allow access to an access easement and 

does not involve signage.  Signage would be a zoning issue.   

 

Vice-Chairman Ken Springs moved to concur with the action of the Land Subdivision Committee to 

recommend approval of Restaurant Outparcel Subdivision – Location & Sketch Map and Variance of 

Sec. 153.158(b)(2).  Commissioner Eric Hansen seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously via a roll call vote. 

 

West Road Park 

Variance Request – Sec. 153.157(L) – Restriction of Access – Lot 49 

Description:  Part of the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 1, T15N, R6W (Located on the north side of 

Iles Avenue between Dubsdread Drive and West Road Drive) 

 

Zeibert stated that a variance was requested to allow an additional access onto Iles Avenue from Lot 

49 in West Road Park Subdivision.  He noted that the property owners recently purchased an RV and 

currently have one access point onto Iles Avenue.  The owners are requesting this variance to allow 

them to store their RV and create a circle drive.   

 

Zeibert then read the following staff recommendation.  “Arterial streets are supposed to carry traffic 

through an area with the least amount of conflicts as possible and are designed to carry large amounts 

of traffic.  Direct access to arterial streets is prohibited for that reason unless the petitioner can meet 

the requirements of a variance identified within the ordinance. The staff recognizes that in some cases 

access to an arterial might be justified.  But in this case, the staff recommends denial of the variance 

request.  The supporting documentation provided doesn’t meet the standards identified within the 

ordinance.  One of the policies of the 2037 Springfield Comprehensive plan is to limit curb cuts on 

new arterial and connector streets and reduced on existing arterials.  In this case, the property already 

has a single access point to Iles avenue, which existed since the late 70’s and was established with the 

original development.  Therefore, as stated within the petitioner’s request, extraordinary circumstances 

of topography, land ownership or adjacent development doesn’t exist.  In addition, the variance request 

doesn’t support the goals of the subdivision ordinance and the 2037 Springfield Comprehensive Plan 

to provide a safe and efficient street network.  Staff recommended denial as the findings are not met 

for a variance.”  Zeibert noted that the City Traffic Engineer did not support the variance request.  The 

Land Subdivision Committee recommended denial of the Variance of Sec. 153.157(L) – Restriction of 

Access. 

  

Commissioner Eric Hansen asked if these residents lived there when Iles Avenue was classified as an 

arterial.  Marlain Beard stated that they purchased the property in 2001.  She noted that Iles Avenue 

was widened in 2011 and the current driveway was already there.  She stated it is difficult to back the 

RV into the driveway and it blocks half of the attached garage and more than a quarter of the detached 

garage.  She noted that they have enough land to construct the second driveway and be able to park the 

RV on the east side of the property.  Frank Squires asked if anyone else would be using the driveway.  

Beard said no one else would use the driveway.  Beard stated that the West Road Park Home Owners 

Association approved the project.   
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Chairman Gooden asked if the travelling of the vehicle would be in a forward manner at all times.  

Beard said the second driveway would allow them to pull the RV in and locate it within their back 

yard.  The RV would be pulled out onto Iles without blocking traffic.  Chairman Gooden asked if there 

were other properties in West Road Park that also have direct access onto Iles Avenue.  Zeibert said 

there are a couple lots that do have direct access.  If developed now, it probably would have been off 

of an interior drive.  When Iles Avenue was improved, there was a curb cut that was established.  The 

City Traffic Engineer did go back and determined that that drive had been there for some time and 

honored it.  Chairman Gooden noted that the City Traffic Engineer opposed the variance and the 

SSCRPC staff recommended denial of the request.  Commissioner Hansen stated he was in favor of 

the curb cut to eliminate traffic backups.  Bonnie Drew asked how often the RV would be moved.  

Beard said they just took possession of the RV, had it parked at their home for approximately two 

weeks and it is currently at Gander RVs until the driveway situation can be resolved.    

 

Commissioner McMenamin said he recommended denial of the variance due to the City Traffic 

Engineer opposing a curb cut.  He felt there would be blockage whether it was parked on the current 

driveway or second driveway and that there were plenty of other places for parking RVs around the 

city.  He said Iles Avenue was designed to reduce curb cuts and felt it was a dangerous path to start 

deviating from the rules and long term plans.   

 

Brian McFadden asked if it was correct that if the Beards were not there before Iles Avenue was 

improved, they would not have direct access.  Zeibert said it depended on the lot.  If the lot only had 

access to Iles Avenue, they would get access to Iles Avenue.  If a subdivision came in now, access 

would be via an interior drive.  McFadden said approval may set a precedent. 

 

Beard said a proposal was made to them to go down to Dubsdread Drive and buy a portion of a lot.  

She stated that would be additional costs for them and would not be feasible.  She asked that the 

Regional Planning Commission vote favorably on the request. 

 

Chairman Gooden asked if it was correct that prohibiting this curb cut does not prohibit the owner from 

parking on the existing driveway.  Zeibert said that was correct.  Beard said it would be a hardship for 

them to park the RV somewhere else and make that payment.  She noted that tree trimmers would not 

have to park on the curb blocking traffic if the second driveway was allowed.  Gregg Humphrey asked 

if the City Council has final action.  Zeibert said yes. 

 

Commissioner Hansen made a motion to recommend approval of the Variance Request – Sec. 

153.157(L) – Restriction of Access – Lot 49 (to allow the curb cut).  Secretary Greg Kruger seconded 

the motion and the motion failed – 10 no votes (Springs, Drew, McFadden, McMenamin, Harrison, 

Stratton, Graham, Blickensderfer, Humphrey, Vose) and 5 yes votes (Gooden, Kruger, Proctor, 

Squires, Hansen). 

 

Commissioner McMenamin made a motion to recommend denial of the Variance Request – Sec. 

153.157(L) – Restriction of Access – Lot 49 (to deny the curb cut).  Vice-Chairman Ken Springs 

seconded the motion and the motion passed – 10 yes votes (Springs, Drew, McFadden, McMenamin, 

Harrison, Stratton, Graham, Blickensderfer, Humphrey, Vose) and 5 no votes (Gooden, Kruger, 

Proctor, Squires, Hansen). 

 

For informational purposes, Zeibert then summarized other projects reviewed by the Land Subdivision 

Committee at their December 5, 2019 meeting that do not require action by the Regional Planning 

Commission: 
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Weston Point – Partial Plat of Easement Vacation – Lot 19 

 

Zeibert noted that this development is located southeast of Koke Mill Road and Old Jacksonville Road 

off of Weston Pointe Drive.  There is a lot located off of a cul-de-sac that the owner would like to add 

a covered patio type structure.  It will encroach into the 20’ utility / drainage easement.  Zeibert noted 

that the Land Subdivision Committee recommended approval of Weston Point – Partial Plat of 

Easement Vacation – Lot 19 with stipulations of obtaining sign-offs from all utilities and affected lots 

as well as provide drainage computations and sign-off from Public Works. 

 

White Oaks West – Redivision of Lot 2B-4a1 of the Redivision of Lot 2B-4a of the Redivision of Lot 

2B-4 of the Redivision of Lot 2B of the Redivision of Lot 2 – Final Plat 

 

Zeibert stated this final plat is being done to divide off the Olive Garden so that they may own the 

building and property the building sits on.  Zeibert noted that the Land Subdivision Committee 

recommended approval of White Oaks West – Redivision of Lot 2B-4a1 of the Redivision of Lot 2B-

4a of the Redivision of Lot 2B-4 of the Redivision of Lot 2B of the Redivision of Lot 2 – Final Plat. 

 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

11. NEW BUSINESS.  

 
There was no new business. 

 

12. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS. 

 

There were no special announcements or presentations.   

 

13. ADJOURNMENT. 

 

Chairman Gooden noted that the next Regional Planning Commission meeting will be held on January 

15, 2020. 

 

There being no further business, Secretary Greg Kruger moved to adjourn.  Gregg Humphrey seconded 

the motion and the meeting adjourned at 10:04 AM. 

 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

        

       MJN 

        

 Mary Jane Niemann 

 Recording Secretary  
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