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  COMMISSION MEMBERS 

X X X X X X X  Eric Hansen, Chairman  

X X X X X X X X Val Yazell, Vice-Chairman 

X X X X X Larry Hamlin, Secretary 

X X X X X X Mayor Jim Langfelder – K. Davis 

X X X X X X X X Andy Van Meter – B. McFadden 

X X X X X X X X Alderman Joe McMenamin 

X X X X Alderman Andrew Proctor 

X X X X Greg Stumpf  - J. Stone 

X X X X X X X X X George Preckwinkle – C. Stratton 

X X X X X X Leslie Sgro – E. McKinley 

X X X X X X X X Frank Vala – R. Blickensderfer 

X X X X X X X X X Brian Brewer – S. Schoeffel  

X X X X X X X X X Dick Ciotti – G. Humphrey G

X X X X X X X Jeff Vose – L. Wind 

X X X X X X X X  Kenneth Springs 

X X X X X X  Brad Mills 

 Bill Moss 

Others Staff 

Bert Barlow Phil Gonet Howard A. Peters III Molly Berns 

Matthew Cate Ramon Jadira Dennis Ross Peter Jordet 

Jeff Clarke Ron Ladley Will Stevenson Steve Keenan 

Josh Collins Tim Landis Jeff Thomas Jordan Leaf 

Steve Courtney Jessica Megginson Teri Whitfield Mary Jane Niemann 

Robert Dill John Myers Norm Sims 

Bonnie Drew Roy Newman Joe Zeibert 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

Springfield-Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission 

March 15, 2017 

1. CALL TO ORDER.

Chairman Eric Hansen called the meeting to order at 9:31 AM. 

2. ROLL CALL.

Mary Jane Niemann called the roll. 
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3. MINUTES OF MEETING. 

  

Chairman Hansen asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the February 15, 

2017, Regional Planning Commission meeting.  There were none.  The minutes were accepted as mailed.  

 

4. MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD. 

 

There was no meeting of the Executive Policy Board. 

 

5. REPORT OF OFFICERS. 

  

There was no report of officers. 

 

6. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 

 

A. Jordan Leaf – Norm Sims introduced Jordan Leaf of the SSCRPC staff who has been promoted to 

Associate Planner.  Leaf will be working with the Regional Leadership Council, Citizens Efficiency 

Commission and will assist with rural transportation projects in small communities as well as other 

projects. 

 

B. Enterprise Zone Boundary Amendment – Sims noted that the SSCRPC will be reviewing a 

request for an Enterprise Zone Boundary Amendment under New Business.  Sims said that a 

number of questions had come to staff and he noted that the agreement between the City of 

Springfield and Sangamon County does not require a SSCRPC staff recommendation, so there is 

none.  He stated that the Regional Planning Commission needs to consider if the proposed project 

meets Option 1 requirements and if so, if the project is worthy of the Enterprise Zone expansion.  A 

question that has been asked is if a project is recommended and it does not occur, is the headroom 

lost?  Sims’ understanding is that headroom would not be lost as a time limit may be placed on it as 

it moves through the process.  Sims stated that following today’s action by the Regional Planning 

Commission on the Enterprise Zone boundary amendment, a public hearing will be held and the 

matter will proceed to the County Board, City Council and ultimately the State of Illinois (DCEO) 

for final action.  Sims stated that the action today refers to the possible expansion of the enterprise 

zone. 

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE. 

 

There was no correspondence. 

 

8. PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

There was no one who wished to address the Commission. 

 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS. 

 

Land Subdivision Committee (LSC) – There was one project, located within the City of Springfield’s 

subdivision jurisdiction, to be reviewed and acted upon by the Planning Commission this month:   
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Fresh Visions Community Church 

Large Scale Development Plan 

Variance of Sec. 153.162 - Sidewalks 

Description:  Pt. NE ¼, Section 21, T16N, R5W – Located west of J. David Jones Parkway (IL 29), north 

of West Yates Avenue 

 

LSC Action:  Recommend denial of a Variance of Sec. 153.162 – Sidewalks. 

 

Joe Zeibert noted that the large scale development plan for this project was approved by the City Council 

in May, 2016.  This development consists of one lot on 5.99 acres located off of J. David Jones Parkway, 

north of North Grand Avenue, directly across from the war memorial.  The building is currently under 

construction and the developer is requesting the variance to not build the perimeter sidewalk along J. 

David Jones Parkway. A copy of the variance request was available at the meeting (see attached).  Zeibert 

summarized the location of the development via a power point display of the large scale plan.  He noted 

that there is a sidewalk along Poole Street which is north of North Grand Avenue and a sidewalk along J. 

David Jones Parkway that stops at North Grand Avenue.   

 

Howard Peters, Assistant Pastor of Fresh Visions Community Church, addressed the Commission.  He 

stated that they are in the process of building a church on J. David Jones Parkway.  He said the sidewalk 

would go nowhere and would be expensive.  He stated that there were no sidewalks on either side of J. 

David Jones Parkway.  There are no sidewalks to connect to on the north.  The nearest sidewalk is an 

east/west sidewalk on South Grand Avenue.  He noted that staff mentioned a sidewalk on a street to the 

west of J. David Jones Parkway and a block south of the project, so there would be no connectivity.  He 

said the sidewalk would have no value to the people of Springfield as it would not promote pedestrian 

traffic.  He said to access the sidewalk, a person would have to walk on a busy thoroughfare on J. David 

Jones Parkway or on neighboring properties.  The sidewalk would be a smooth surface on an incline that 

would be attractive to skateboarders/snowboarders more than serving any other use.  He asked for a 

variance of the sidewalk requirement until a time when there is further development to help create some 

connectivity.  

 

Zeibert said the SSCRPC’s recommendation would be forwarded to the City Council.  Commissioner Val 

Yazell asked for an explanation of the denial of the variance by the Land Subdivision Committee.   

 

Zeibert said there are residences in the area and many people walk to church.  Zeibert noted comments 

from the LSC meeting included that the City Engineer said there were no extraordinary circumstances to 

support the variance request and noted that IDOT was also not supportive of the variance.  Zeibert noted 

that the city adopted the SATS Pedestrian Bikeway Plan which includes a connection to be constructed.  

He noted that a sidewalk was constructed between 2003-2007 connecting Poole Street and North Grand 

Avenue.  Proximity of the war memorial and associated pedestrian traffic related to that was also 

mentioned. 

 

Gregg Humphrey asked if the variance would still proceed to the City Council if it was denied by the 

SSCRPC today.  Zeibert said it would go to City Council for final action. 

 

Brian McFadden asked if it could be worded in such a fashion as to defer the construction of the sidewalk 

until there is further development in the area.  Zeibert thought the church may consider construction of the 

sidewalk in the future, just not at this time.  Peters said they felt the sidewalk was not needed at this point 

in their ministry. 

 

Sims stated that the variance request does not include deference to a later date.   
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Chairman Hansen asked if a stipulation could be added at the City Council stage to defer the sidewalk 

construction to a later time.  Zeibert said it could be possible for a stipulation to be added, as the City 

Council has final action.  McFadden said he understood the reluctance to build the sidewalk at this time, 

however, he hoped that a stipulation would be added at the City Council stage to defer the construction of 

a sidewalk until a later time when development warranted it. 

 

Commissioner Val Yazell moved to concur with the action of the Land Subdivision Committee to 

deny a Variance of Sec. 153.162 – Sidewalks.  Brian McFadden seconded the motion and motion 

passed with one no vote by Chairman Eric Hansen. 

 

For informational purposes, Zeibert then summarized a project reviewed by the Land Subdivision 

Committee at their March 2, 2017 meeting that does not require action by the Regional Planning 

Commission: 

 

Centennial Park Place – 6th Addition – Final Plat 

 

Zeibert stated that this development consists of 20 lots on 10 acres located west of Lenhart Road, south of 

Iles Avenue, north of the park.  There was an issue with threatened/endangered species.  The developer 

worked with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the plan includes a conservation easement 

for the Franklin Ground Squirrels.  Zeibert noted that the LSC recommended approval of the final plat.  

The plat will now go to the City Engineer and eventually be recorded. 

 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

11. NEW BUSINESS. 

 

A. Actions as Enterprise Zone Advisory Board 

 

1. Review and Action pertaining to a Proposed Amendment of the Springfield Sangamon 

County Enterprise Zone: 

 

a. Amendment for property located South of the Village of Pawnee on Black 

Diamond Road (the north 80 acres of tax parcel 36-18.0-200-001)  

 

Chairman Eric Hansen noted that this amendment relates to the proposed expansion of the 

City-County Enterprise Zone for property located in unincorporated Sangamon County.  He 

noted that last month, the Commission dealt with two Option 1 expansions of the Enterprise 

Zone.  He stated that this is also an Option 1 expansion as it deals with a specific project 

proposed for the site.  The proposed Enterprise Zone Amendment includes property located 

south of Pawnee on Black Diamond Road for the purposes of constructing a power plant.  

Since the proposed amendment is located within the county’s jurisdiction, Chairman Eric 

Hansen invited County Administrator Brian McFadden to address the Commission. 

 

Brian McFadden summarized pertinent project information and a list of Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQ) which were available at the meeting (see attached).  McFadden noted that 

an informational meeting regarding this project was held on March 14 in Pawnee and was 

well attended.   
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McFadden requested that the Commission recommend to the City Council and County 

Board that this project meets the criteria for expansion of the Enterprise Zone and move it 

on to the next step. 

 

Chairman Hansen asked McFadden to readdress the issue of headroom as that is what the 

Commission is addressing.  McFadden said this proposal would take 1.6% of the remaining 

property.   

 

Commissioner Val Yazell asked about a time limit in state law if the project did not 

develop.  McFadden said he believed there was a time limit built in if the project does not 

develop and property could be returned to headroom.  Sims said there will be a 

development agreement that can set those limits/timeline.  There are also limits in state law.  

 

Commissioner Ken Springs stated he would like to see the Illinois coal industry revived and 

asked if it would be an option at this plant to use coal.  McFadden said it was a natural gas 

burning design. 

 

Jessica Megginson, property owner and Pawnee resident whose husband is a farmer, 

addressed the Commission.  She expressed concern regarding the company’s past 

bankruptcy.  She attended the informational meeting and asked how the project would be 

financed.  She was told that they would be looking for outside contributors.  She then asked 

if they would be local or U.S. based.  She was told most of the contributors would be local 

or U.S. based.   

 

Megginson stated that the company has a history of changing the size of proposed projects 

and was concerned if they were being forthcoming with their proposal. 

 

Megginson also asked at the informational meeting if the facility photos are comparable to 

what would be constructed.  She was told that the photos were half the size.  She felt that 

that was false information and the company should be given a second look. 

 

At the informational meeting, Megginson had asked how long EmberClear would maintain 

ownership.  She said she had seen in the past where they tend to back off on their 

ownership and other companies come in and buy more and more of the property. 

 

Megginson also asked if there was an established evacuation zone.  She said she did not 

receive an answer. 

 

Megginson noted she would like to see information on the impact this proposed project 

would have related to noise, air, water and traffic issues. 

 

Chairman Hansen stated that Megginson brought up very important questions, but noted 

that they were not in the scope of action to be taken on the Enterprise Zone amendment.  

Megginson asked that the company be given a second look. 

 

Gregg Humphrey moved to approve an enterprise zone boundary amendment for the 

property located south of the Village of Pawnee on Black Diamond Road (the north 80 

acres of tax parcel 36-18.0-200-001 ).  Commissioner Brad Mills seconded the motion and 

the motion passed with Commissioner Ken Springs voting present.  
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12. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 

There were no special announcements. 

 

13. ADJOURNMENT. 

 

There being no further business, Commissioner Mills moved to adjourn.   The meeting adjourned at 10:33 

AM. 

 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

  

            MJN 

 Mary Jane Niemann 

 Recording Secretary  

 








































