
Sangamon County Multi-jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan Task Force 
Meeting Minutes 

May 5, 2015 
       

TASK FORCE MEMBERS Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Mar. May 

Citizen Member – Greg Michaud, Chair X  X X X X X 

Auburn – Rick Marx  X X X X X X 

Buffalo – Daniel Miller   X X X X X 

Cantrall – Phil Holler X X X X X X X 

Chatham – Patrick McCarthy X  X X  X X 

Curran – Tim Luckey X  X     

Dawson – Robin Ashton-Hale X  X     

Divernon – Jim Copelin X  X X X X  

Illiopolis – Jonathan Horsley    X    

Jerome – Dale Lael X  X X X X X 

Leland Grove – Paul LaMantia  X X X X X  

Mechanicsburg – Kenneth Metcalf, Sr., Lee Ann Burgener X  X X X X X 

New Berlin – Terry Nydegger  X X X X X X 

Pawnee – Dave Skinner X X  X X X X 

Riverton – Louie Rogers X       

Rochester – Gael Kent / Joe Hill X X  X X X X 

Sangamon County – Brian McFadden  X     X 

Sherman – Mike Moos  X X X X   

Southern View – Judy Gordon X  X X X X X 

Spaulding – Mike Foster X  X X    

Springfield – Ken Fustin, Jeph Basset, Kenny Scarlette, Nate Bottom  X X X  X  

Williamsville – John Brennan  X X X X X X 

Abraham Lincoln Cap. Airport – Tim Franke  X X X    

Ameren – Gretchen Jarrett / Robert Swafford X X X  X   

American Red Cross – Glen Fisher X X      

CWLP – Rick Meadows X  X     

Central Management Services – Diane Hoots X  X X X   

Rural Electric Convenience Coop. – Lou Delaby X  X  X   

Sang. Co. Dept. of Public Health – Diana Wade X  X  X X X 

Sang. Co. Dept. of Zoning. – Trustin Harrison, Vice-chair  X     X 

Sang. Co. GIS. – Tracy Garrison  X X   X  

Sang. Co. Farm Bureau – Paul Rice  X X     

Sang. Co. Highway Dept. – Brian Wright X X X  X   

Sang. Co. Office of Emergency Mgmt. – Bill Russell X X X X X X X 

Springfield Homebuilders Assoc. – Steve Sturm X  X X X X X 

Springfield Park District – Marcus Miller X X X X X  X 

Springfield School District #186 – Darrell Schaver X  X     

Springfield Mass Transit District – Frank Squires     X X X 

Springfield Metro Sanitary Dist. – G Humphrey / M Ashenfelter X X  X X X X 

University of Illinois at Springfield – Dave Barrows        

STAFF:         

Abby Bybee X X X     

Molly Berns   X X X X X 

Steve Keenan     X X X 

Gail Weiskopf X X X X X X X 

General Public:        

Ron Davis (IEMA)     X   

 

 



Call to order:   
Greg Michaud, Chair called to order the seventh meeting of the Sangamon County Multi-jurisdictional 
Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan Task Force. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  
 

Michaud, Chair asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the March 3, 2015. 
Steve Sturm made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Joe Hill seconded the motion. The vote 
to approve was unanimous.   

 

Presentation of Draft Plan: 
 

Molly Berns, project manager for the Multi-jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan, explained the 
contents of the packet that was handed out to all task force members.  The items consisted of 1) 
Agenda, 2) Minutes from March 3rd, 3) Handout of the PowerPoint Presentation for this meeting, 4) 
Changes to the 2008 Hazard Mitigation Plan list, 5) List of Figures, 6) Section VI Appendices, 7) Each 
community individual Mitigation Plan, 8) A map of critical facilities, and 9) A list of critical facilities for 
each community.  Berns stressed the importance of not posting the critical facilities list and map to the 
web because of the sensitive information with Homeland Security.  Berns instructed the task force to 
review the information and if there were any additions or corrections to please send them to her 
through email as soon as possible. 
 
Berns briefly highlighted the attached power point presentation of the Plan.  Berns explained there are 
still some decision points.  Berns spoke how each jurisdiction had to come up with a Planning Process 
and how there are 6 different task to accomplish before submitting the Final Plan.  Berns explained the 
process of the Plan from the beginning to the point of being able to submit the Plan to FEMA and 
described in detail each of the six tasks: 1) Organization of Task Force, 2) Public Involvement, 3) Risk 
Assessment, 4) Goal Setting, 5) Mitigation Actions and Strategies, and 6) Draft Plan.   
 
Berns gave an overview on what is new for FEMA, what is new for updating a plan and the issues that 
need to be resolved.  FEMA has including a discussion of the opportunity provided to neighboring 
communities, governmental agencies, businesses, academia and other relevant private and non-profit 
interests to be involved in the NHMP planning process.  Berns reported this has been completed and is 
included in the Plan.     
 
FEMA has changed the guidelines for updating plans.  Berns listed each of the critical items incorporated 
in the updated Plan. Berns specified each item and clarified how each task was completed.  Berns 
identified the National Flood Insurance Program's Community Rating System which is a voluntary 
incentive program for communities who reduce flooding risk and whereby communities receive 
discounts on their flood insurance premium rates.  Berns noted once the FEMA review has reported on 
the Plan if the CRS needs to be added and updated for more credit it will be implemented.  
 
Berns explained the task force would need to evaluate the language used in the 2008 Plan regarding the 
addition of non-participating communities.  Three different options were given by FEMA. The task force 
discussed each option.  Patrick McCarthy made a motion to recommend approval of the current 
language used in the 2008 Plan.   Brian McFadden seconded the motion.  The vote to recommend 
approval was unanimous. 
 



Berns explained language must be in the Plan regarding Plan Maintenance Workgroup.  FEMA states a 

workgroup must meet at least annually. Representatives from each participating jurisdiction have been 

listed and representatives from Sangamon County OEM and Springfield Homebuilders Association. Berns 

asks if there were any other participating entities that would like to volunteer.  Berns asks Michaud, 

Chair for suggestions on how to incorporate an annual meeting.   Michaud, Chair said one way to 

facilitate this process is by sending an one page questionnaire with the following three questions: 1) 

What severe weather damages has your municipality experienced during the past year, 2) Of the 

mitigation projects, you have submitted to this Plan, what is the status of each project, 3) Are there any 

new projects you would like to add to the Plan.  Berns encouraged the task force to hold an annual 

meeting in the fall of 2016. Berns asks for volunteers to help chair the annual meetings.  Michaud, Chair 

reiterated by maintaining the Plan annually the process is less likely to fall apart and easier to compile an 

updated Plan in five years.  The task force was asks about their preference to meetings to either 

communicate only by electronics, by holding a meeting or by combination of both. After discussion the 

task force agreed to do communicate electronically and if need be than a meeting could be called.  The 

option was also given for the Regional Planning Commission to meet with the Regional Leadership 

Council to introduce critical information about updating the Plan.  

 

Berns also discussed the deadlines to participate in the Plan.  Berns asks that all comments and changes 
to draft be submitted by email to RPC by close of business Friday, May 8, 2015.  The RPC will incorporate 
changes into the Plan.  Berns ask all task force members to send an email stating they had reviewed and 
read everything and my community approves the draft.  The email will provide an electronic record if an 
audit should happen.  RPC will complete paperwork and submit to IEMA and FEMA.  FEMA will review 
and provide comments.   Upon FEMA approval, RPC will forward final Plan to participating jurisdictions.     
At least one participating jurisdiction must formally adopt the Plan within one calendar year of FEMA’s 
designation of the Plan as “approvable pending adoption” or “meets requirements.”   RPC will forward a 
draft resolution to participating communities with the final Plan.  Berns stressed the importance of not 
adopting the Plan now; each community needs to wait until FEMA has approved the Plan.  Berns 
announced she was missing time sheets from the task force members these are important for the in-
kind match.  
 
Berns noted the comments that had been received so far.  
 

Berns thanked Steve Keenan for his support in working the data and statistics.  By using his knowledge of 
extrapolating data, he was able to come up with methodology to take values the historic data from the 
2008 and calculate for the critical facilities mapping.  Berns thanked Gail Weiskopf and Greg Michaud our 
Chairman. And Berns thanked Mary Jane Niemann, who is also in the RPC office and helped with the 
Grant. 
 

Public Comment: 
There was no public comment. 
 
Discussion of Draft Plan: 
 



Michaud, Chair asks if the task force members had any questions or comments.   There were no 
questions. The task force did comment that Molly Berns did a very good job of explaining the 
information.  
 

Adoption of Draft Plan: 
 
Michaud, Chair emphasized the importance of communities waiting for FEMA to send notification of 
approval of the Plan and then the communities can adopt the Final Plan through resolution.   
 
Berns stated there are two reasons to adopt your plan: 1) attach to your plan to show that your 
community participated in the plan, 2) when applying for any Federal Grant Funding; they will ask if you 
have participating in the Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
Final Steps in Planning Process:  
 
 
 
Adjournment: 
Michaud, Chair entertained a motion to adjourn.  Mike Ashenfelter made the motion and Marcus Miller 
seconded it.  The vote was unanimous.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Gail Weiskopf 


