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Minutes of Meeting 
Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

January 2, 2019 
 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 
Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 
Molly Berns 
Mike Brooks 
Jeanette Goza 
Tina Lathan 
Aakash Raut 
James Schackmann 
Dean Williams 

      
Members Absent: None 

 
Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 
Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the December minutes. A 
motion to approve the December minutes was made by Commissioner Schackmann and was 
seconded by Commissioner Sherman. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell stated he saw Commissioner Sherman had 
completed four descriptions for his barn assignments.  Chairman Pell also shared a cover page 
that was created by Commissioner Brooks, and if no one had any objections that would be the 
cover page for the barn book.  Chairman Pell also stated he has not contacted Brian McFadden 
yet about filling former Commissioner Jacobson’s position.  Commissioner Berns reported that 
the County Board Office is aware the position is vacant and will be advertising this on the 
County’s website.  Chairman Pell also stated he has not heard anything back yet from Bob 
Appleman or anyone at the Illinois Historic Preservation Division within the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources in regards to the status of the CLG Grants. 
 
Old Business:  Sangamon County Barn Book: Commissioner Sherman stated there is a barn just 
west of Clayville owned by the Brandt’s that should be included in the barn book, so he will try 
and take some photographs and complete a write-up for it.  Commissioner Sherman reported he 
has completed four write-ups for his assigned barns and Staff was able to upload them to the 
Dropbox folder.  Commissioner Sherman reported he still has not been able to obtain any 
information in regards to the Ackerman barn due to illness in that owner’s family.   
 
Commissioner Raut reported that he has submitted photographs for two of his barns and still 
needs to complete write-ups for them.  Commissioner Raut also stated that Commissioner 
Sherman has volunteered to help him complete the Tuxhorn barn.   
 
Commissioner Goza reported she still needs to send the write-ups for her assigned barns. 
 
Chairman Pell asked Commissioner Sherman about an update on how writing the barn 
nomenclature is going.  Commissioner Sherman reported that he has assembled the graphics for 
the barn nomenclature, but still needs to complete the descriptions for each graphic. 
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Commissioner Sherman stated the northeast section of the county may not be well represented in 
the barn book.  Chairman Pell stated this may be true since the Commission has been 
documenting the barns from the photograph submissions, and maybe once the book is out more 
people will submit barn photographs with write-ups to be included in the book.   
 
Commissioner Williams reported he has received permission to include photographs of the 
historic barn that used to be located on the George Power property. 
 
CLG Grant Applications:  Chairman Pell reported that when he finds out more information in 
regards to who is in charge of the CLG Grants, he will pass that information onto Commissioner 
Goza and Commissioner Williams. 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None   
 
Member Reports:  None 
 
Staff Reports:  None 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Additional Comments:  Chairman Pell challenged all the Commissioners to not only have all 
their barn information completed, but also to complete a survey in their assigned townships by 
the next meeting. 
 
Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Goza 
made a motion to adjourn the January meeting with Commissioner Brooks seconding the motion.  
The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 4:33 PM. 
 

Respectively submitted, 
 

Emily Prather 
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Minutes of Meeting 
Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

February 6, 2019 
 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 
Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 
Jeanette Goza 
Tina Lathan 
Aakash Raut 
Dean Williams 

      
Members Absent: James Schackmann, Mike Brooks, and Molly Berns  

 
Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 
Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:04 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the January minutes. A 
motion to approve the January minutes was made by Commissioner Sherman and was seconded 
by Commissioner Lathan. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell asked that all Commissioners be sure to sign 
the sign-in sheet.  Chairman Pell stated the position held by former Commissioner Jacobson is 
still vacant and being advertised on the County’s website, and if anyone knows of someone who 
would be a good Commissioner let them know to get their contact information to the County 
Board Office in response to the advertisement.  Commissioner Sherman asked if the new 
Commissioner would need to be a certain profession.  Staff explained the ordinance states the 
County Board Chairman should make an effort to nominate an attorney or real estate 
professional to fill the vacancy as these two are the professions that are missing from the current 
Commission.  The professions that are currently represented on the Commission include 
Chairman Pell as the architect and Commissioner Sherman as the historian.  Chairman Pell also 
stated that he received a phone call from Commissioner Williams since the last Historic 
Preservation Commission meeting and Commissioner Williams was with Julie Love who is the 
Director of Fiscal Operations for the State of Illinois Office of the Governor.  Chairman Pell was 
able to exchange e-mails with Julie Love and explained to her how the Commission is trying to 
receive answers in regards to the funding for the CLG Grants.  Julie Love was able to find some 
information and stated they have not released funds yet for the next grant cycle and no one has 
currently replaced Rachel Leibowitz as the Division Manager for the Historic Preservation 
Division within the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and that they will reach out to the 
Commission when funding does become available. 
 
Old Business:  Sangamon County Barn Book: Chairman Pell passed around a part of a draft of 
the barn nomenclature that Commissioner Sherman is working on.  Chairman Pell also stated his 
office is working on moving forward compiling everything for the barn book.  Chairman Pell 
encouraged everyone to upload any write-ups or pictures to the Dropbox folder.  
 
Commissioner Raut reported that he found out that Matthew Reyhan is in charge of the Zinala 
Farms, so Commissioner Raut mailed a letter and survey form to obtain information in regards to 
the two barns.  Commissioner Raut has the phone number for the owners of the Greguruch-Zaubi 
barn but has not been able to get a hold of anyone.  Commissioner Sherman also helped 



February 2019 SCHPC Minutes Page 2 of 2 
 

Commissioner Raut and visited the Tuxhorn barn and took measurements and photographs for 
the book. 
 
Commissioner Sherman reported that he has also been working on the barn nomenclature for the 
book.  Commissioner Sherman also reported that he drove around the Williamsville and Sherman 
area and took additional photographs of barns for the book. 
 
CLG Grant Applications:  Commissioner Goza reported that she spoke with Ann Fletcher who is 
the Procurement Administrator for the Illinois Department of Natural Resources in regards to the 
CLG Grant applications and Ann Fletcher stated the grant cycle is postponed until further notice. 
 
Commissioner Williams also stated that Julie Love is in charge of grants for the State of Illinois 
and she stated that no one has been designated as a replacement for Rachel Leibowitz.  
Commissioner Williams reported that he will also be meeting with Julie Love at the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources.   
 
New Business:  None 
 
Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  
 
Member Reports:  Commissioner Sherman commented that Campbell Cemetery and Sulfur 
Springs Cemetery have portions of the cemeteries that are owned by other people but he believes 
they should both be landmarked. 
 
Staff Reports:  Staff informed the Commission that a new Facebook page was created by 
another group called Illinois Old Barn Images & More and contains barns located throughout the 
state that have been posted by group members.  Also, staff noted that Rodney Yoswig is a 
photographer who has sent the Commission many images of barns and is a member of the 
indicated Facebook page. 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Additional Comments:  None 
 
Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Sherman 
made a motion to adjourn the February meeting with Commissioner Goza seconding the motion.  
The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 4:42 PM. 
 

Respectively submitted, 
 

Emily Prather 
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Minutes of Meeting 
Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

March 6, 2019 
 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 
Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 
Molly Berns 
Jeanette Goza 
Tina Lathan 
Aakash Raut 
James Schackmann 
Dean Williams 

      
Members Absent: Mike Brooks 

 
Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 
Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:03 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the February minutes. A 
motion to approve the February minutes was made by Commissioner Sherman and was seconded 
by Commissioner Williams. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell stated he was going to reach out to 
Representative Butler and Chairman Van Meter and maybe a few others to ask for a letter to be 
included in the barn book before the next meeting.  He hopes to have a draft available by the next 
meeting.  Chairman Pell informed the commission that Amy Hathaway of the Historic 
Preservation Division of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources would be calling in to 
provide some firsthand information about the CLG grant process, and asked Commissioner 
Williams to further elaborate. 
 
Old Business:  CLG Grant Applications:  Commissioner Williams passed around a contact sheet 
he created with various people at the Historic Preservation Division and stated the Historic 
Preservation Division at the IDNR currently does not have a grant writer on staff but they are 
trying to hire one.  Commissioner Williams explained that Amy Hathaway is the National 
Register and Survey Specialist for the Historic Preservation Division at the IDNR and will be 
calling into the meeting to answer questions the Commission may have in regards to CLG grants. 
 
Amy Hathaway called into the Commission meeting and Chairman Pell asked her three 
questions: 1) does the Historic Preservation Division have a person hired for the Certified Local 
Governments Coordinator position to work with the CLGs and administer CLG grants, 2) the 
Commission was told not all the money was expended from the 2018 grant cycle and was 
wondering if that was correct and if so could the Commission apply to utilize some of the 
leftover money, and 3) when are the 2019 grant applications coming out.  Amy Hathaway 
answered the Chairman’s questions and stated the position for the Certified Local Governments 
Coordinator has been posted but she does not know the status of that position, but she has a 
meeting with Bob Appleman in two weeks so hopefully she will be informed of the status of that 
position.  Amy Hathaway also explained the CLG grant dollars have a two year lifespan or the 
money goes away.  Amy Hathaway stated the funds from FFY 2016 were not all used for CLG 
grants, but the leftover money was used to fund educational camp grants, the funds from FFY 
2017 were all used to fund CLG grants, and the funds from FFY 2018 were all used to fund CLG 
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grants.  Amy Hathaway also explained that the Certified Local Governments Coordinator 
position has been vacant since 2015, which is why Rachel Leibowitz had been in charge of them 
prior to her leaving the Historic Preservation Division.  Amy Hathaway also explained that 
normally the grant applications would be out by now for the FFY 2019 grants, but since the 
position is still vacant, along with several other positions in the Historic Preservation Division, it 
has not been determined yet as to how to proceed.   
 
Chairman Pell provided Amy Hathaway with feedback on the grant application process that it 
would be nice to send a copy of the applications with all the written comments back to the CLGs 
so they know how to improve on the grant applications.   
 
Molly Berns asked Amy Hathaway how much money would be available in FFY 2019 for the 
CLG grants and Amy Hathaway was not sure on the amount but stated that in the past it was 
around $100,000;  she explained that 10% of what each state receives is dedicated to CLGs.  
Amy Hathaway explained that each state needs to apply for that money from the Federal 
Government.  Chairman Pell then thanked Amy Hathaway for taking the time to talk to the 
Commission. 
 
Commissioner Williams commented that Julie Love was with the grant department for the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources and now works with the Office of the Governor as the 
Director of Fiscal Operations and he is meeting with her and will discuss the CLG grants. 
 
Chairman Pell reminded the Commission that the grant asks for a 30% match from the CLG and 
the Commission’s way of achieving this contribution is with “sweat equity.”  Chairman Pell 
stated the Commission has the framework for a couple grants since the Commission recently 
applied for two grants but would need to vet them so the Commission would be ready once the 
grant applications would be released.  Chairman Pell stated the Commission could apply for two 
grants assuming that future applications are like previous ones that allow for two separate 
applications.  Commissioner Goza asked what projects the Commissioners would apply for.  
Chairman Pell stated the Commission could apply for funding for 1) the barn book; 2) the video 
proposed by Commissioner Williams about how Hollywood could utilize the historic sites in the 
area – although this particular application was deemed to be more focused on tourism than 
historic preservation; 3) an educational video explaining how to complete a survey and landmark 
process; and, 4) surveying certain types of structures in the County.   
 
Chairman Pell stated that right now Commissioners could also prepare by Googling CLG grants 
to become familiar with the process and maybe find example applications of previous grants that 
were funded to help the Commission be successful in receiving a grant. 
 
Sangamon County Barn Book: Chairman Pell asked Commissioner Schackmann to have the 
SCHPC Facebook group page like the Illinois Old Barn Images & More Facebook group that 
was brought up during last month’s meeting. 
 
Commissioner Raut stated he spoke to Matt Reyhan who spoke to his mother about including 
their barn in the barn book and the mother stated the barn is in disrepair and she plans to tear the 
barn down at 9136 Oak Grove Road in Loami and does not want it featured in the barn book. 
 
Commissioner Sherman reported that he completed a portion of the barn book nomenclature and 
hopes to have the entire nomenclature completed by the next meeting. 
 
New Business:  None 



March 2019 SCHPC Minutes Page 3 of 3 

 
Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  
 
Member Reports:  Commissioner Williams reported that Nancy Easum, the former Chief 
Lawyer for the Illinois State Police, could be a good Commissioner to fill the vacancy left by 
former Commissioner Jacobson leaving.  Commissioner Williams stated he had her provide her 
contact information application to the County Board Office. 
 
Staff Reports:  None 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Additional Comments:  None 
 
Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Goza 
made a motion to adjourn the March meeting with Commissioner Lathan seconding the motion.  
The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 5:01 PM. 
 

Respectively submitted, 
 

Emily Prather 



Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

April 3, 2019 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Molly Berns 

Tina Lathan 

James Schackmann 

Dean Williams 

      

Members Absent: Bob Sherman, Jeanette Goza, Aakash Raut 

 Mike Brooks (was on phone but was not able to be voted in) 

 

Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 

Others Attending: Nancy Easum 

 

A meeting was not held due to lack of a quorum. 

Respectively submitted, 

Emily Prather 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

May 1, 2019 
 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 

Molly Berns 

Mike Brooks* 

Jeanette Goza 

Tina Lathan 

Aakash Raut 

James Schackmann 

Dean Williams 
      

Members Absent: None * Attendance by phone 
 

Staff Present: Emily Prather   
 

Others Present: Nancy Easum  
 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:03 PM. 
 

Chairman Pell explained that Commissioner Brooks wished to attend the Historic Preservation Commission 

meeting via speakerphone due to his work obligation.  A motion to allow Commissioner Brooks to attend the 

meeting via speakerphone was made by Commissioner Schackmann and was seconded by Commissioner 

Sherman.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the March minutes. A motion to approve 

the March minutes was made by Commissioner Sherman and was seconded by Commissioner Williams. The 

voice vote to approve was unanimous.  Chairman Pell noted there was not a quorum in April to have a meeting 

so there were no April minutes to approve. 
 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell stated that he will have an intern in his office over the 

summer and the intern should be able to help get the barn book completed.  Chairman Pell reminded the 

Commission that from May through October Downtown Springfield, Inc. holds their Architectural Walking 

Tours on the same day as our meetings (first Wednesday of the month) at 5:30 PM.  The tours are led by 

Anthony Rubano, who works for the Preservation Division at the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, and 

begins at the corner of Adams Street and 6th Street in front of the Lincoln-Herndon Law Office.  Chairman Pell 

encouraged anyone that is interested to take part in any of the opportunities for continuing historical 

preservation education that staff has been e-mailing the Commission about. 
 

Old Business:  Sangamon County Barn Book:  Commissioner Raut stated he had contacted Stephen Zaubi, but 

is still waiting to hear back from him in regards to the barn located on Conifer Drive. 
 

Commissioner Sherman stated that if any new write-ups have been completed that he could review them and 

provide comments on the barns before they would be added to the draft barn book.  Commissioner Sherman is 

also still working on the nomenclature for the barn book. 
 

Commissioner Brooks stated he still needs to get out to the Fleck barn off of Interstate 72. 
 

CLG Grant Application:  Chairman Pell stated that Commissioner Williams with the help of staff, 

Commissioner Berns, and Denise McCrady was able to submit a grant on behalf of the Commission.  
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Commissioner Williams stated that Commissioner Berns was able to get the grant application to Denise 

McCrady, who will be the contact person for the County in terms of making sure the Commission will comply 

with everything related to GATA (Grant Accountability and Transparency Act).  Commissioner Williams stated 

the Commission received a confirmation that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources received the grant so 

now the Commission will just have to wait until they announce the grant recipients and there were 32 other 

grant applications submitted.  Commissioner Williams also reported that the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources has not established a grant review committee yet.  Staff stated they can provide anyone with a copy 

of the grant that was submitted.  Commissioner Williams gave a brief description of what the grant entails and 

stated the working project name is How to Survey and Landmark Historical Sites Video.  Commissioner 

Williams explained the Commission will make a film recreating the process it took to survey and landmark the 

George Power Courthouse.  Commissioner Williams stated that Commissioner Brooks will be helping get some 

of the video footage with his drone including at the George Power Courthouse and the County Building.  

Commissioner Brooks stated that he previously captured some drone footage of the County Building for a video 

the County Clerk’s office was going to use and stated that could be recycled and used again for this video.  

Chairman Pell stated a video like this could be used by different Historic Preservation Commissions throughout 

the state or even the country.  Commissioner Williams also explained that the Commission will provide a 

booklet of information and forms to go along with the DVD.  Commissioner Berns explained that if the 

Commission is awarded the grant, a grant agreement will have to be executed.  Chairman Pell also noted that 

the volunteer hours match will have to use the minimum wage of $8.25 unless someone is being utilized in their 

profession like Commissioner Williams being a photographer.  Commissioner Berns also informed the 

Commission that the paper trail that will have to be kept for this grant will be very extensive.  Commissioner 

Berns also noted that no work can be done and claimed for reimbursement until after the grant agreement is 

signed.  Chairman Pell stated that Commissioner Williams has submitted a work schedule to get this project 

completed within a compressed timeline so it will not take us the two years allotted to get this project done.  

Chairman Pell stated that half of the hours worked will be done by professional staff and the other half will be 

completed with the local match volunteer hours.  Commissioner Berns stated that staff would have to develop a 

spreadsheet to keep track of all the hours worked and the various expenses.   
 

Commissioner Berns made a suggestion that maybe the Barn Book needs a set deadline in order to get that 

project completed.  Commissioner Goza suggested a deadline of August 1, 2019 since Chairman Pell stated he 

would have an intern at his office over the summer that could help get the book completed.  Chairman Pell 

stated the deadline to complete the barn book will be August 1, 2019 as suggested. 
 

New Business:  None 
 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  
 

Member Reports:  None 
 

Staff Reports:  None 
 

Public Comment:  None 
 

Additional Comments:  None 
 

Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Goza made a motion to 

adjourn the May meeting with Commissioner Sherman seconding the motion.  The voice vote to approve was 

unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 4:42 PM. 
 

Respectively submitted, 
 

Emily Prather 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

June 5, 2019 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 

Mike Brooks 

Jeanette Goza 

Tina Lathan 

James Schackmann 

Dean Williams 

      

Members Absent: Aakash Raut, Molly Berns 

 

Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:04 PM. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the May minutes. A 

motion to approve the May minutes was made by Commissioner Sherman and was seconded by 

Commissioner Goza. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell reiterated his office has an intern this summer, 

so he is hoping to put a completed draft in the Dropbox folder for the Commissioners to review 

and edit before the next meeting.  Chairman Pell also reminded the Commissioners that from 

May through October the Architectural Walking Tours are going on, so tonight is another tour.  

Chairman Pell encouraged everyone, especially those that have never gone to go because it is 

both educational and entertaining. 

 

Old Business:  CLG Grant Application:  Chairman Pell asked Commissioner Williams to tell the 

Commissioners the news on the CLG Grant application.  Commissioner Williams stated Amy 

Hathaway with the Historic Preservation Division of the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources (IDNR) called to inform him that the Commission did not get awarded a CLG grant.  

Commissioner Williams stated that Amy Hathaway told him that one of the reasons the 

application was turned down was because it appeared the grant dollars would be spent more for 

the preparation of the cameras, sound, actors, and script and far exceeded what the Commission 

was trying to do.  Commissioner Williams stated that Amy Hathaway also made the comment 

that they do not want a “Hollywood production” and that it could be done cheaper locally.  

Commissioner Williams also reported that the CLG staff position with the Preservation Division 

of the IDNR has not been filled yet.  Commissioner Williams stated he has talked to 

Representative Darin LaHood’s office and Senator Steve McClure’s office to have them ask the 

question why the Commission’s application was turned down.  Commissioner Williams also is 

going to ask if there is any grant money left over.  Chairman Pell stated he believed there is not 

an appeal process for those that did not get grant funding.  Commissioner Goza asked if they 

publish what CLGs were awarded, and if not could it be asked through the FOIA process (or 

simply asked directly).  Commissioner Schackmann asked if there is a committee that reviews all 

the grant applications or is it just one person that makes the decision about who gets awarded.  

Commissioner Brooks stated the Commission could talk to the director of the IDNR to try and 

get some answers.  Chairman Pell stated that the Commission could also start lower in the 

organization to try and get answers and then go to the director of the IDNR if the Commission 
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has not received an explanation.  Chairman Pell stated the objective is to just get answers as to 

why the Commission did not receive a CLG grant. 

 

Sangamon County Barn Book:  Commissioner Sherman reported that he spent two hours on 

Tuesday at the John Hudson barn at 3724 Stone Road, Springfield.  Commissioner Sherman also 

took a couple photographs of a barn at 6742 Tolan Road, Pleasant Plains.  Before the meeting, 

Commissioner Sherman also visited and took photographs of the Ackerman barn at 12400 

Ackerman Road, Virden; a barn with a unique clover painted on it at 10568 Irish Road, Loami; a 

barn at 11749 Johns Creek Road, Loami; and, a barn at 13813 Johns Creek Road, Waverly.  

Commissioner Sherman also reported he is still working on the barn nomenclature to be included 

in the barn book.   

 

Commissioner Lathan asked what the Commissioners can do to help get the barn book done, and 

Chairman Pell stated once the draft barn book is completed everyone can become an editor to 

help get the final version completed. 

 

Commissioner Brooks stated he still needs to get out to the Fleck barn to take some photographs. 

 

Commissioner Schackmann reported that he has been communicating with a gentleman on the 

Commission’s Facebook page about a house that the gentleman recently purchased which was 

built in 1866 but was built on top of an older one-room house and he wanted more information 

on the Commission. 

 

New Business:  None 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  

 

Member Reports:  None 

 

Staff Reports:  None 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Additional Comments:  None 

 

Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Goza 

made a motion to adjourn the June meeting with Commissioner Brooks seconding the motion.  

The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Emily Prather 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

July 3, 2019 
 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 

Molly Berns 

Jeanette Goza 

Tina Lathan 

Aakash Raut 

James Schackmann 

Dean Williams 
      

Members Absent: Mike Brooks 
 

Staff Present: Emily Prather    
 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the June minutes. A motion to 

approve the June minutes was made by Commissioner Sherman and was seconded by Commissioner 

Goza. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell went right into the discussion of the barn book under 

Old Business. 
 

Old Business:  Chairman Pell had an updated draft of the barn book for the Commission to review 

during the meeting.  Chairman Pell stated the cover page is courtesy of Commissioner Brooks.  

Chairman Pell stated a lot of the barns featured in the book did not have a write-up associated with 

them.  Chairman Pell stated other things that will still need to be added to the book include a forward 

that Commissioner Sherman wrote.  Chairman Pell was also working on an introduction for the book 

along with an index (which could be changed to a table of contents) to be included in the book.  

Chairman Pell also noted that he had previously reached out to Representative Butler and County 

Administrator McFadden on behalf of County Chairman Van Meter to write a couple of letters of 

support in regards to the book.  Commissioner Berns will follow up with the letter from County 

Chairman Van Meter if Chairman Pell will let Commissioner Berns know what the Commission would 

like addressed in the letter.  Commissioner Sherman is also working on a barn nomenclature to be 

included in the book.  Chairman Pell stated the PDF file of the book is rather large at approximately 

270 MB, so it is too large to upload to the Dropbox folder.  Commissioner Sherman discussed naming 

the barns maybe by township instead of including the address so people do not drive to the specific 

locations.  Chairman Pell stated the Commission could identify the barns by township and also by 

owner’s last name.  Chairman Pell noted that he believes the Commission has more barns in certain 

townships than others.  Commissioner Berns stated in order to be consistent maybe the Commission 

should identify the barns by street name and township without the specific address number.  The 

Commission went through the draft barn book and noted some comments and found some changes that 

needed to be made: 

 Pages 14-15: It was discussed to switch the main barn picture with the barn picture with the 

American flag and also remove some of the darker pictures and include the picture of the 

certificate indicating the barn was a granary. 

 Page 18-19: The barn has been torn down. 

 Page 22-23: Commissioner Berns asked whether the owner gave permission for the people in 

the pictures to be included in the barn book. 
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 Page 32-33: Staff member Prather noted the smaller pictures on page 33 are not on the same 

property as page 32.  The barns on page 32 are located at 4994 Old Chatham Road and the 

barns on page 33 are at 5152 Old Chatham Road, so a new barn page would have to be created. 

 Page 36-37: Commissioner Goza stated that barn had been torn down so no information was 

available. 

 Page 38-39 & 40-41: These photographs were taken by Commissioner Sherman but he was 

unable to remember where these barns were located. 

 Page 46-47: Staff was unable to determine the exact location of this barn.  (Might be located 

deep in the trees on PIN: 13-20.0-101-003) 

 Page 56-57: Commissioner Berns stated the picture is a metal shed and has no historical 

significance so it should be removed from the book.   

 Page 58-59: Staff reported Commissioner Brooks was assigned these barns, but they are on 

City of Springfield property so the history may not be available. 

 Page 60-61: Staff reported this barn has collapsed. 

 Page 64-65: Commissioner Raut reported the property owner did not want their barn included, 

but it was uncertain if that meant they did not want the barn located on Page 62-63 included as 

well. 

 Commissioner Raut told the Commission he received information on a barn on Route 97 just 

west of Bradfordton Road and 100 yards past Stone Seed that has no nails and is entirely hand-

hewn. 

 Page 72-73 & 74-75: Commissioner Lathan could not get any information on the barns from 

the owners. 

 Page 76-77:  The pictures are of two different barns at two different locations.  The barn on 

page 76 is located at 8394 Treat Road, and the barn on page 77 is located at 8695 Treat Road. 

 Pages 86-87 are repetitive of pages 62-63. 

 Pages 104-105 are repetitive of pages 80-81. 

 Pages 108-109 are repetitive of page 32. 

 Pages 112-113 are repetitive of pages 70-71. 

 Pages 132-133 are repetitive of pages 68-69. 

 Pages 142-143 & 144-145 are barns that Commissioner Sherman took photographs of but did 

not remember where the barns are located. 
 

(Vice Chairman Sherman finished the last few minutes of the meeting as Chairman Pell had to leave 

early.)  

Vice Chairman Sherman then went through the 15 pages he has so far for the barn nomenclature. 
 

New Business:  None 
 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  
 

Member Reports:  None 
 

Staff Reports:  None 
 

Public Comment:  None 
 

Additional Comments:  None 
 

Adjourn:  Vice Chairman Sherman entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner 

Schackmann made a motion to adjourn the July meeting with Commissioner Goza seconding the 

motion.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 5:05 PM. 
 

Respectively submitted, 

Emily Prather 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

August 7, 2019 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 

Mike Brooks 

Jeanette Goza 

Tina Lathan 

Aakash Raut 

James Schackmann 

Dean Williams 

      

Members Absent: Molly Berns 

 

Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:07 PM. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the July minutes. A 

motion to approve the July minutes was made by Commissioner Goza and was seconded by 

Commissioner Sherman. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell went right into the discussion of the barn book 

under Old Business. 

 

Old Business:  Chairman Pell stated that the barn book is not completed, but it is farther along 

than last month. 

 

Commissioner Sherman reported he brought in write-ups on his barns for staff to upload to the 

Dropbox folder.  Commissioner Sherman also had staff upload the electronic version of the barn 

nomenclature to the Dropbox folder.  Chairman Pell stated the Commission will need permission 

to use the images Commissioner Sherman utilized in the barn nomenclature, or they will need to 

cite the sources for each image in a bibliography.  Chairman Pell asked Commissioner Sherman 

to mark the pages in each book where he obtained the example barn photographs and give the 

books to Chairman Pell so he could scan them in to provide higher quality images and create the 

bibliography.   

 

Commissioner Brooks reported he was able to visit the Fleck barn off of Interstate 72 and took 

some photographs of that barn.  Commissioner Brooks stated the owner told him the house on 

the property was added on to, but the center section was built as an office for the ammunition 

plant.  This brought forth Commissioner Brooks’ idea for the next potential project for the 

Commission, to document the World War II ammunition plant, staff houses, and other various 

structures that still remain over in the Illiopolis area. 

 

Chairman Pell then went through the draft barn book with the Commission to briefly review and 

discuss the book and the items that still need to be completed.  Chairman Pell reported the 

Commission still needs to provide more write-ups for various pages of the barn book.   
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Chairman Pell stated the outline of the county on each page could be improved with the township 

lines and a point could be placed indicating the general area where each barn is located in the 

county.  Commissioner Brooks questioned whether township lines would confuse people because 

most people do not know the county is divided into townships.  Commissioner Brooks suggested 

placing the major roads on the map since people will understand the roads better.  Chairman Pell 

stated a larger map could be placed in the front of the book with the townships labeled to help 

readers understand the content to follow. 

 

Commissioner Brooks stated the Commission may need to alter the format for the pages of the 

book for those barns that do not have more than one photograph or do not have any known 

history.  Commissioner Brooks volunteered his wife to help reformat some of the pages in Adobe 

InDesign. 

 

Commissioner Lathan noted that pages 86-87 of the book are repetitive. 

 

Commissioner Brooks noted that on page 101 the date in the write-up needs to be changed from 

1908 to 1860s after Commissioner Sherman inspected the barn and determined it was built 

earlier than originally thought. 

 

Chairman Pell noted that the barn featured on pages 134-135 needs to be removed. 

 

Chairman Pell noted the index will be removed and a table of contents will be created instead.   

 

New Business:  Chairman Pell stated Mrs. VanPelt with the Mechanicsburg Christian Church 

reached out to ask if the Mechanicsburg Christian Church would receive anything from the 

Commission stating they are a designated county landmark.  Commissioner Goza stated she 

could type up a certificate for the church.  Commissioner Brooks stated he could find a frame for 

the certificate to present to the church. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  

 

Member Reports:  None 

 

Staff Reports:  None 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Additional Comments:  None 

 

Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Williams 

made a motion to adjourn the August meeting with Commissioner Goza seconding the motion.  

The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Emily Prather 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

September 4, 2019 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 

Mike Brooks 

Jeanette Goza 

Tina Lathan 

Aakash Raut 

James Schackmann 

Dean Williams 

      

Members Absent: Molly Berns 

 

Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:07 PM. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the August minutes. A 

motion to approve the August minutes was made by Commissioner Williams and was seconded 

by Commissioner Goza. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell reported the Community Foundation for Land 

of Lincoln is presenting the Historic Preservation Fund 2019 recipients tonight at 5 PM at the 

Illinois Realtors building. 

 

Old Business: Sangamon County Barn Book: Chairman Pell reported that he will get the barn e-

book file to Commissioner Brooks and his wife this month so they could help reformat as 

necessary and aid in putting together the barn e-book.  Chairman Pell stated he will try and work 

diligently over this next month to get the barn e-book as complete as possible.  Staff showed the 

Commissioners a county map created using ArcMap depicting the various layers (townships, 

roadways, barn location points) the Commissioners could use to create the individual maps and a 

larger master map in the beginning of the e-book.  Commissioner Sherman noted that several 

townships were not represented in the barn e-book based on staff’s map.  Chairman Pell stated 

that additional barns could be added to the e-book if more get submitted, but right now the 

Commission needs to complete the e-book with the current barns and maybe this will help 

influence those townships without as many entries or none at all.  Commissioner Brooks asked if 

the townships could be color-coded for the overall map in the beginning of the e-book to make it 

easier to distinguish the townships, especially those around Capital Township; Ms. Prather, 

SCHPC staff, shared an example for review.  Commissioner Sherman reported he had completed 

three more pages to hopefully complete the barn nomenclature, but he still needs to add pictures.   

 

Landmark Certificate: Commissioner Goza completed the proclamation certificate for the 

Mechanicsburg Christian Church being designated a Sangamon County Landmark.  

Commissioner Brooks stated he believed he could get a frame for the certificate, so it could be 

presented to the church. 

 

New Business:  None 
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Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  

 

Member Reports:  Commissioner Williams reported that he met with Amy Hathaway with the 

Historic Preservation Division at the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to discuss why 

Sangamon County has never been selected to receive a CLG grant.  Commissioner Williams 

explained that Commissioner Goza and he had talked with Rachel Leibowitz prior to her leaving, 

and she suggested submitting a grant application for making a video on surveying and 

landmarking.  However, Amy Hathaway stated a grant to create a video has not been approved 

since the 1980s.  Commissioner Williams stated he invited Representative Mike Murphy, 

Senator Steve McClure, and Representative Darin LaHood or his staff member to come to the 

November Commission meeting along with Amy Hathaway and Jon Pressley with the Historic 

Preservation Division at the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Commissioner Williams 

stated Jon Pressley is the newly hired Local Government Services Coordinator for the Historic 

Preservation Division and will now coordinate the CLG grants.  Commissioner Sherman asked 

Commissioner Williams if the IDNR hiring new staff members would help the CLG grant 

process.  Commissioner Williams stated the Historic Preservation Division has not had a grant 

coordinator in five years, so this should help the CLG grant process.  Commissioner Williams 

was informed that the 2020 CLG grants will be made available in January with all applications 

due April 15, 2020, and the available funds will be slightly more than $125,000. 

 

Commissioner Raut stated he should have a write-up for the Zaubi barn by the next meeting. 

 

Commissioner Sherman reported that he has been going through his library at home and marking 

pages in the books to provide to Chairman Pell so Chairman Pell can create the references for the 

bibliography. 

 

Staff Reports:  None 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Additional Comments:  None 

 

Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Sherman 

made a motion to adjourn the September meeting with Commissioner Lathan seconding the 

motion.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 4:48 PM. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Emily Prather 



October 2019 SCHPC Minutes Page 1 of 2 

 

Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

October 2, 2019 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Mike Brooks 

Jeanette Goza 

Tina Lathan 

Dean Williams 

      

Members Absent: Bob Sherman, Molly Berns, Aakash Raut, James Schackmann 

 

Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:12 PM. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the September minutes. 

A motion to approve the September minutes was made by Commissioner Brooks and was 

seconded by Commissioner Goza. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell went right into the discussion of the barn book 

under Old Business. 

 

Old Business:  Chairman Pell reported that he was able to meet up with Commissioner Brooks 

to handover the barn e-book Adobe InDesign file, so Commissioner Brooks and his wife could 

work on formatting and helping to complete the barn e-book.  Commissioner Brooks asked if it 

could be assumed that the barn entries that currently do not have any text would not have any 

text moving forward.  Chairman Pell stated that most of the text is already in the book, but there 

may be a few barns where the Commission has the text but it has not been added to the particular 

barn page in the e-book.  Chairman Pell noted that the barn nomenclature language from 

Commissioner Sherman has not been added to the e-book yet, but the text is available in the 

Dropbox folder.   

 

Staff member Prather presented the Commissioners with options for how the maps could look 

that will be included in the barn e-book.  The Commissioners discussed the layout for the map 

that will show all the barns included in the e-book and the layout for the individual barn maps 

that will be included for each barn entry.  Staff member Prather will create all the individual 

maps for each barn entry and place them in the Dropbox folder or send them to Commissioner 

Brooks to get added into the e-book.  When reviewing the overall map, Commissioner Brooks 

noted that the Fleck barn located off of Interstate 72 was not shown on the map so staff member 

Prather made a note to add that barn point and the barn will need to be added to the e-book. 

 

New Business:  None 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  

 

Member Reports:  Commissioner Williams reported that for the November Historic 

Preservation Commission meeting State Representative Mike Murphy, State Representative Tim 

Butler, State Senator Steve McClure, and Congressman Darin LaHood or one of his staff 

members will be in attendance.  Commissioner Williams also reported that Jon Pressley, Local 
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Government Services Coordinator, and Amy Hathaway, Survey and National Register 

Coordinator, with the Historic Preservation Division at the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources will also be in attendance.  Commissioner Williams explained the purpose of their 

presence will be to discuss the Certified Local Government (CLG) grants to determine why 

Sangamon County has not been selected for a grant in the past and what kind of grant could 

Sangamon County apply for that would be selected.  They will also discuss who received grants 

during the last grant cycle and the projects that were approved along with the dollar amounts 

awarded.  Commissioner Williams noted that he was told there were not funds left over from the 

last grant application process. 

 

Commissioner Williams also reported that Commissioner Sherman and he delivered the official 

proclamation to the Mechanicsburg Christian Church designating the church as an official county 

landmark. 

 

Staff Reports:  None 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Additional Comments:  None 

 

Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Goza 

made a motion to adjourn the October meeting with Commissioner Lathan seconding the motion.  

The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 4:46 PM. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Emily Prather 



November 2019 SCHPC Minutes Page 1 of 4 

 

Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

November 6, 2019 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 

Molly Berns 

Mike Brooks 

Jeanette Goza 

Aakash Raut 

James Schackmann 

Dean Williams 

      

Members Absent: Tina Lathan 

 

Staff Present: Emily Prather  

 

Others Attending:  Jon Pressley – Local Government Services Coordinator with the 

Historic Preservation Division of IDNR, Amy Hathaway – Survey & National Register 

Specialist with the Historic Preservation Division of IDNR, Jay Bergles – Springfield 

Director for Congressman Darin LaHood, Illinois State Representative Mike Murphy, 

Illinois State Senator Steve McClure, and Jerry Hopgood 

 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the October minutes. A 

motion to approve the October minutes was made by Commissioner Sherman and was seconded 

by Commissioner Brooks. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Guest Speakers:  Chairman Pell thanked everyone for coming and explained Commissioner 

Williams arranged for this meeting with everyone to discuss the Certified Local Government 

(CLG) grant application and awards process.  Chairman Pell then turned the floor over to Jay 

Bergles for an announcement.  Jay Bergles stated Congressman Darin LaHood is a co-sponsor of 

the Historic Tax Credit and Growth Opportunity Act.  This proposal would increase the tax 

credit threshold for smaller rehabilitation projects under $2.5M.  Chairman Pell then asked 

everyone around the room to introduce themselves.   

 

Chairman Pell then turned the discussion over to Amy Hathaway and Jon Pressley with the 

Historic Preservation Division of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) to tell the 

Commission more about the CLG grant process.  Amy Hathaway provided everyone with 

handouts including the score sheet used when evaluating the grants and the list of grants awarded 

in the past.  Jon Pressley started the discussion by answering some of the questions 

Commissioner Williams had sent out prior to the meeting.  Jon Pressley explained the grant 

money comes from offshore oil leases to the Federal government with 10% of the total $1.2M 

(coming to Illinois) going to CLGs in the State.  The grant money is distributed through a 

competitive grant process and must go through the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act 

(GATA) process.  On average the total amount of funding received from the Federal 

Government to be specifically used for the CLG grants is around $120,000 (or 10% as noted 

above) to be distributed with a 30% match requirement from the CLGs receiving funding.  Jon 

Pressley and Amy Hathaway explained the Historic Preservation Division of IDNR has not had a 
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grants manager since 2003, and has not had a CLG Coordinator since 2014.  The Historic 

Preservation Division of IDNR used to be the Historic Preservation Agency until it was 

disbanded a couple of years ago.  During that time half of the employees went to the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum and the other half went to the Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources in the Historic Preservation Division.  Amy Hathaway referenced the 

handouts she provided to answer the question of who received funding in the past.  Jon Pressley 

explained there are four individuals that make up the panel that review the grants each year.  

These four individuals will score the grants based on the criteria on the review sheet, then will 

pass them on to the state historic sites council for review, and then the grant applications are 

reviewed by the Director to officially approve the awarded grants.  In order to be on the grant 

review panel, an individual has to have certain professional qualifications as outlined by the 

Secretary of Interior, which could include being a historian, archeologist, or having a historic 

preservation background.  Commissioner Williams asked why the Commission did not qualify 

for the 2016-2019 grants.  Jon Pressley noted first the Commission has not submitted an annual 

report which is a requirement for CLGs, and second the grant submission was not as strong in 

comparison to others that applied especially since the Commission was asking for a lot of money 

with no prior experience of receiving a grant.  Jon Pressley suggested for the 2020 grant 

application to start with a smaller project or apply for some CAMP grants.  Amy Hathaway 

explained the annual reports are to be submitted 60 days after the end of the CLGs fiscal year 

and gives the Historic Preservation Division a synopsis of what the Commission has done over 

the past year and it appears the Commission has not submitted an annual report for the past 8 

years.  With the annual report the Historic Preservation Division will look at certain benchmarks 

including: landmarking, surveying, public participation, and educational workshops attended.  

Amy Hathaway also pointed out that there are 81 CLGs within the state of Illinois that could 

compete for these grants with approximately $120,000 available.  Amy Hathaway stated that all 

CLGs are encouraged to contact staff at the Historic Preservation Division for help prior to 

submitting a grant application.  Commissioner Goza asked if there was a penalty for not 

submitting the annual report, and if the Commission would need to go back to complete the 

annual reports for the eight years that were missed.  Amy Hathaway stated the Commission is 

not the only CLG that has not completed an annual report every year, so the Historic 

Preservation Division was thinking about requesting an overall one page summary for the years 

missed to catch all the CLGs up with the necessary reports and then continue forward with 

submitting yearly annual reports.  Commissioner Williams asked when the 2020 grant 

application will open and when will it close, because there has been some confusion in the past 

with the release date of the grant applications and the length of time the applications would be 

open.  Jon Pressley thought the 2020 grant application may be available after the first of the year 

and would close around February 28th.  Amy Hathaway noted there have been discrepancies of 

when the grant applications were available and the submittal deadlines for the applications in the 

past because of not having a dedicated staff member to implement these grant applications, and it 

also depended on the when the money was received from the Federal Government.  Amy 

Hathaway noted that Sangamon County had a rural survey done by the state back in the 1980s 

even before the Commission existed, so it could be a good idea to look at updating that survey to 

see how the county has changed.  Amy Hathaway then suggested using the survey as a 

springboard to make a Historic Preservation Plan.  Commissioner Williams asked why this 

year’s application submitted by the Commission was not awarded since he had previously asked 

Rachel Leibowitz for project ideas and she had suggested a video on how to survey and 

landmark property.  Amy Hathaway stated the application was more detailed on the logistics of 

the film, but did not explain what would be the overall content for the film so that is why the 

application was scored lower.  Commissioner Williams asked what kind of project the 

Commission could do that would actually get funded.  Amy Hathaway stated the fundamentals 
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of preservation are projects that generally get ranked higher which includes: surveying, 

preservation planning, and educating communities.  State Representative Mike Murphy asked if 

the Historic Preservation Division ever provides a CLG with their evaluation sheets after the 

panel has reviewed the grant applications.  Amy Hathaway stated they would be happy to 

provide the Commission’s scoring sheets to staff to forward on to the Commission to know the 

detailed scoring breakdown along with any comments.  Chairman Pell thanked all the guests for 

coming to the Commission meeting and all the guests left the meeting before the Commission 

continued on with the rest of the agenda items. 

 

Commissioner Berns pointed out the statistics of the scoring for FFY2019 CLG grant 

applications that the Commission was the second highest in requests for funding and scored 

eleventh out of twelve applications.  Commissioner Berns noted that it appears the Historic 

Preservation Division generally fund projects under $25,000.  Commissioner Schackmann stated 

it may be a good idea for the Commission to submit grant applications to survey specific 

townships within the county since that type of project has worked for other CLGs.  Chairman 

Pell stated the Commission should also determine if there is a specific format for completing the 

annual report since the Commission will need to make sure to complete those yearly not only for 

the Historic Preservation Division but also for Sangamon County.   

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell went into the discussion of the barn book 

under Old Business. 

 

Old Business:  Chairman Pell stated Commissioner Brooks and his wife have been working on 

the formatting for the barn book.  Commissioner Brooks stated he needs to know if there is any 

additional text for a barn that is not already located in the draft book.  Chairman Pell stated most 

of the text is in the draft book, but there may be some barns where the text has not made it into 

the book.  Commissioner Sherman stated he still has some modifications to make on the barn 

nomenclature.  Commissioner Sherman stated he believed the draft book is missing the Brunk 

barn. 

 

New Business:  Notice of 2020 meeting dates:  Chairman Pell stated all the Commissioners 

should have received a copy of the notice of the Historic Preservation Commission’s 2020 

meeting dates which are set for the first Wednesday of every month with the exception of 

January which will be held on the second Wednesday due to New Year’s Day falling on the first 

Wednesday.  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the 2020 meeting dates.  A motion 

to approve the 2020 meeting dates was made by Commissioner Sherman and was seconded by 

Commissioner Schackmann.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

Sangamon Ordnance Plant Water Tower Landmark:  Chairman Pell read the letter submitted to 

the Commission from the Village of Illiopolis requesting permission to remove the lower section 

of the ladder on the Sangamon Ordnance Plant Water Tower Landmark due to individuals 

climbing the water tower, which is a safety concern.  Chairman Pell stated that the water tower is 

a designated County Landmark so a certificate of appropriateness is needed for changes made to 

a landmark.  Staff member Prather explained the ordinance states the certificate of 

appropriateness is only needed if the change to the landmark is significant.  The Commission 

determined the Village of Illiopolis’s request to remove the lower section of the ladder on the 

Sangamon Ordnance Plant Water Tower would not be a significant alteration to the structure so a 

certificate of appropriateness was not needed.  The Village of Illiopolis would be allowed to 

remove the lower section of the ladder on the water tower.  Staff member Prather will send a 

signed letter to the Village of Illiopolis stating this decision. 
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Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  

 

Member Reports:  None 

 

Staff Reports:  None 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Additional Comments:  None 

 

Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Brooks 

made a motion to adjourn the November meeting with Commissioner Sherman seconding the 

motion.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 5:22 PM. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Emily Prather 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

December 4, 2019 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

Bob Sherman, Vice Chairman 

Molly Berns 

Mike Brooks 

Jeanette Goza* 

Tina Lathan 

Aakash Raut 

James Schackmann 

Dean Williams 

      

Members Absent: None * Attendance by phone 

 

Staff Present: Emily Prather    

 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Pell called the meeting to order at 4:06 PM. 

 

Chairman Pell explained that Commissioner Goza wished to attend the Historic Preservation 

Commission meeting via speakerphone.  A motion to allow Commissioner Goza to attend the 

meeting via speakerphone was made by Commissioner Schackmann and was seconded by 

Commissioner Williams.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the November minutes. 

A motion to approve the November minutes was made by Commissioner Sherman and was 

seconded by Commissioner Lathan. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell stated the Commission will need to complete 

the annual report for the Historic Preservation Division of the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources (IDNR) to comply with the CLG requirements and complete a summary detailing 

what the Commission has done in the past eight years.  Commissioner Schackmann volunteered 

to reach out to Jon Pressley to determine if there is a specific format to complete the annual 

reports and then work on writing up the annual report information.  Staff member Prather stated 

she would provide Commissioner Schackmann with the minutes from the last eight years along 

with information on what landmarks and surveys were completed in the last eight years.  

Chairman Pell stated previously the Commission was able to submit two grant proposals per 

grant cycle.  Chairman Pell stated the Commission really needs to think about what the next 

project(s) for the grant application would be.  Chairman Pell stated surveying townships in the 

county would be a project the Commission could apply for since other counties have done the 

same and received grant funding.  Chairman Pell stated the Commission would need to write and 

assemble a comprehensive scope of work detailing the full project(s) in the grant application(s).  

Chairman Pell stated Jon Pressley and Amy Hathaway noted that a comprehensive rural survey 

was completed for Sangamon County back in the 1980s, so updating that survey by townships 

could be a good idea for the CLG grant application.  Chairman Pell stated the HARGIS system 

should have the survey, which should be located on the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources’ (IDNR) website under the Historic Preservation Division.  Chairman Pell noted the 

Regional Planning Commission (RPC) has different maps that have been created by staff, and 
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the RPC could potentially create maps that show the various sites the Commission has surveyed 

and landmarked. 

 

Old Business:  Creation of a Sangamon County Barn Book: Commissioner Brooks shared some 

example pages that his wife had created for the barn book.  Commissioner Brooks showed an 

example of a page with several barn pictures on one page and stated a page like this could be 

used for those barns that did not have any text or if the barn picture was a lower quality 

resolution.  Commissioner Brooks suggested the Commission could also have a page strictly for 

those barns that are no longer standing.  Chairman Pell stated he will provide Commissioner 

Brooks with any write-ups that are not currently in the draft barn book.  Chairman Pell also noted 

that the page numbers with the small barn logo were removed and in the examples shown there 

were no “full bleeds” of photographs.  Commissioner Williams asked if we could apply for a 

CLG grant in order to print the book since the Commission does not have funding to create a 

coffee table book once the barn book is completed.  Commissioner Brooks stated he believed it 

could be a good grant application especially if the Commission has the e-book completed, 

because the e-book could be submitted with the grant application to show the book is completed 

and would just need to be sent to a printing company. 

 

New Business:  CLG Grant Applications: Chairman Pell stated surveying the townships in 

Sangamon County could be a good idea for a CLG grant application, as was discussed under the 

Chairman’s Report.  Commissioner Sherman stated an idea brought up by Commissioner Brooks 

previously was to survey the Sangamon Ordnance Plant over by Illiopolis.  Staff member Prather 

showed the Commission a research paper completed in 2013 by some graduate students from 

Northern Arizona University on the Sangamon Ordnance Plant that details the history of the 

Ordnance Plant.   

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None  

 

Member Reports:  None 

 

Staff Reports:  None 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Additional Comments:  None 

 

Adjourn:  Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Brooks 

made a motion to adjourn the December meeting with Commissioner Goza seconding the 

motion.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Emily Prather 
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