
Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

January 2, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chair 

   Robert Sherman, Vice Chair 

    Norm Sims 

   Dean Williams 

    

            

           

Members Absent: Gabe Chiaro 

Merilyn Herbert 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Darryl Jones 

   Anthony Mares 

   Randy Schick 

 

      

Staff Present:  Abby Bybee      

 

Others Attending:  
 

There was no action due to lack of quorum. 
 

Respectively submitted, 

Abby Bybee 



Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

February 6, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chair 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Merilyn Herbert 

   Anthony Mares 

   Randy Schick        

    Robert Sherman 

    Norm Sims 

    Dean Williams 

         

Members Absent: Gabe Chiaro 

   Darryl Jones 

      

Staff Present:  Abby Bybee      

 

Others Attending:  
 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the February meeting to 

order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the December minutes 

since there was no January meeting due to lack of quorum. A motion to approve the December 

minutes was made by Commissioner Robert Sherman and was seconded by Commissioner 

Randy Schick. The voice vote to approve was unanimous.   

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell announced that everyone should have received 

the email indicating that this Commission was unfortunately not awarded a CLG grant on either 

project that we submitted.  The City of Springfield did receive a grant to enlarge the historic 

district of downtown and a consultant would be hired to assist. Chairman Pell indicated his email 

also had a link to an article containing the information of all the communities that received grants 

and how much was awarded.  Norm Sims made copies of the press release in order for the 

commissioner to view the information during our meeting. Sims pointed out for the group to 

notice on several of the larger grants to take note of the match. Chairman Pell noted that in our 

case, all of the money was in-kind so maybe that was a factor. Commissioner Jerry Jacobson 

asked if we had asked the County for money. Chairman Pell said they were not asked and maybe 

this is something we can consider in the future;  however, they were asked about "fronting" 

dollars that would in turn be repaid by the grant as the grant program is set up to reimburse 

meaning that you have to show you have the dollars to expend and after expending them then the 

particular CLG gets reimbursed.  Chairman Pell also noted he was not informed of the grant 

results until he saw it on The State-Journal Register website and hopefully in the future this 

Commission will be notified directly. Chairman Pell also emailed Catherine O’Connor asking 

her what can be done differently in the future regarding success in receiving grants. She emailed 

Pell contacts from a successful county that has received multiple grants in hopes to use their 

information as a tool. Sims indicated that this information is public so it should not be a problem 

in accessing these documents. Pell indicated he does not know when the next grant applications 

will be accepted, it usually depends on funding. Commissioner Tony Mares indicated that next 

time we could think about using a professional grant writer to submit future applications. 

Chairman Pell noted that moving forward, all we can do is to make sure we have an application 



or applications submitted every time. Pell noted that while the results were disappointing, we can 

learn from this and look forward to the next round.   

 

Chairman Pell displayed the preservation plan that this Commission has in place. Sims issued 

this document a couple of years ago and Chairman Pell noted that it is a good to review from 

time to time.  Sims noted that the responsibilities listed are a big list and everything does not 

have to be done, it is simply a tool.  Chairman Pell went through each responsibility listed and 

encouraged the group to think about which responsibility gains his/her own interests.   

 

Old Business:  No old business.  

 

New Business: Commissioner Dean Williams announced that this group has been invited for a 

tour of the Power Farm in Cantrall on March 21
st
 at 5:30pm.  An email will be sent out at some 

future point with additional details. Chairman Pell clarified that this will be separate from the 

regularly scheduled March meeting, and Commissioner Williams agreed. Chairman Pell asked 

Sims if it were possible to gather to view a site without an official meeting and Sims noted that a 

quorum of the commission would require the tour to be open and therefore posted.  

Commissioner Schick made a motion to have a special meeting (tour) at the Power Farm 

seconded by Commissioner Sherman.  Commissioner Jacobson made an amendment to the 

motion requesting that the special meeting be the only meeting for the month;  the amendment 

was not seconded.  The original motion was voted on with Commissioner Jacobson casting the 

only no vote.   

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None.  

 

Member Reports:  Commissioner Jacobson has been researching the oldest cemetery in 

Lanesville Township, the Bethel Cemetery.  It was acquired in the 1830s and has 30 or 40 stones.  

Jacobson noted that he has filled out a survey and will submit it and pictures at the next meeting.   

 

Sims wanted to bring it to the Commission’s attention that everyone might need to fill out an 

economic interest statement online this year.  Everyone will be notified some way and some 

how, he just wanted to give a heads up.  

 

Commissioner Sherman is working with a farmer on an Italianate house, a barn and grain 

elevators. He will have more information at the next meeting.  

 

Staff Reports: None.   

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Mares 

made a motion to adjourn the February meeting with Commissioner Herbert seconding this 

motion.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Abby Bybee 



Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

March 6, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chair 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Anthony Mares 

   Robert Sherman 

    Norm Sims 

    Dean Williams 

    Gabe Chiaro 

    Darryl Jones 

         

Members Absent: Randy Schick 

   Merilyn Herbert 

      

Staff Present:  Jane Lewis      

 

Others Attending:  
 

Call to Order:  A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the March meeting to 

order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to approve the February minutes. A 

motion to approve the February minutes was made by Commissioner Robert Sherman and was 

seconded by Commissioner Gabe Chiaro. The voice vote to approve was unanimous.   

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell began by asking if Commissioner Sherman 

will be able to chair the next meeting on April 3rd.  Commissioner Sherman confirmed that he 

will be present and able to chair that meeting in Chairman Pell’s absence.   

 

Chairman Pell gave a report on the CLG grants.  He noted that out of 77 CLG’s in Illinois, 14 

grants were awarded and there were 18 grant applications submitted.  The four not receiving 

grants were our commission, Bellville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), Kankakee 

HPC, and Hindsdale HPC.  As indicated previously, the Chairman recommended that this group 

contact one of the CLG’s awarded a grant to gain information on writing a successful grant 

application. 

 

Chairman Pell brought to the attention of the Commission the survey of an I house in Fancy 

Creek Township that he submitted in January of 2011.  He noted that this house has been 

demolished.  He recommended that commissioners periodically check on surveys to determine if 

the surveyed item still exists.   

 

Old Business:  No old business.  

 

New Business: Commissioner Gabe Chiaro stated that he had talked with a gentleman about a 

Natchez Trace Trail that runs from Southern Illinois through Sangamon County to Peoria.  He 

noted that this is a high ground trail used by the Indians.  He will make arrangements to have this 

man speak at the May meeting. 

 

Chairman Pell asked Commissioner Williams if the Commission is still expected for the tour of 

the Power Farm later this month.  Commissioner Williams stated that the owner of the property 



will be evaluating the condition of the one lane road leading to the farm and will let him know if 

a tour is still possible.  The tentative date is March 21
st
 at 5:30pm.  Commissioner Williams will 

get the final date and time as well as directions to staff to distribute. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications:  None.  

 

Member Reports:  Commissioner Jacobson presented a survey and photos of the oldest 

cemetery in Lanesville Township, the Bethel Cemetery.  It is owned by Paul Hayden and located 

on a wooded area adjacent to his farm.  It has 38 readable headstones and 12 broken pieces of 

stones.  Boy Scouts built a foot bridge over the creek for public access to the cemetery. They also 

cleaned up the area by removing brush and small trees.   

 

Commissioner Sherman reported having just returned from a National Barn Alliance national 

meeting in Fredericksburg, VA.  He reported it was 3 days of good information, especially 

noting a field trip to see two glazed tile silos.  He was able to identify the glazed tiles as coming 

from designs produced by Iowa State University.  Commissioner Sherman also mentioned an 

event at Camp Butler that will take place at the end of this month or early April. 

 

Commissioner Sims asked if any of the Commissioners had received their economic interest 

statement via email.  All attending commissioners reported that they had not.  Commissioner 

Sims would like to know when commissioners get them.  In the past, this form has been mailed 

and this is the first year for it to be completed electronically.   He noted that the online report is 

simple and should not take long to complete.   

 

Chairman Pell mentioned that tomorrow’s speakers series at Lincoln Land Community College 

will feature 3 architects.  It will be at the Trutter Center from 6:30 – 8:30.   

 

Chairman Pell informed the Commission that the Chautauqua Auditorium in Shelbyville is slated 

for demolition.  It is hoped that those plans can be changed. 

 

Staff Reports: None.   

 

Public Comment: Commissioner Sims reported there are plans for an envelope party for Fire 

House #5.  The date has not yet been set but the commissioners will be invited.  Fire House #5 is 

the first black fire station in Springfield.  It is currently a Masonic Lodge and is in the process of 

being restored.  

 

Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Sherman 

made a motion to adjourn the March meeting with Commissioner Mares seconding this motion.  

The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Jane Lewis 



Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

April 3, 2013 

 

Members Present: Robert Sherman 

   Anthony Mares 

   Dean Williams 

    Gabe Chiaro 

    Merilyn Herbert 

    Darryl Jones 

         

Members Absent: Chuck Pell 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Randy Schick 

   Norm Sims 

      

Staff Present:  Joe Zeibert      

 

Others Attending:  
 

Call to Order: A quorum being present, Vice-Chairman Robert Sherman called the April 

meeting to order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: There were no recommended changes to the March minutes. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments: Vice-Chairman Sherman mentioned the Camp Butler Exhibit 

that will be on display at Iles House April 20-November 1, 2013.  He also noted that there are 

two events taking place on Friday, April 5th at 10:00 AM.  There will be a grant writing seminar 

by Catherine O’Connor on Friday at the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.  There will also 

be a tour of the George Power Courthouse on Friday.  Commissioner Dean Williams reported 

that the George Power Courthouse was built in 1820 and Abraham Lincoln tried his first case in 

this courthouse.  Lincoln won that case.  Also on this property is the first clapboard house built in 

Northern Sangamon County.  Prior to that all the houses were log homes.  Those wanting to take 

the tour of the George Power Courthouse will meet at Pasfield House at 10:00 AM and travel to 

the courthouse in Cantrall. 

 

Old Business: Commissioner Gabe Chiaro reported that Mr. Justice will attend the July meeting 

to talk about the Natchez Trace Trail that runs from Southern Illinois through Sangamon County 

to Peoria.    

 

New Business: None. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications: None. It was mentioned that 

Camp Butler National Cemetery is located in Sangamon County and could be added to the 

county registry. 

 

Member Reports: Commissioner Anthony Mares reported that he is looking for information on 

the  Rochester Historical Preservation Society and is trying to contact Tim Crowell of the 

Sangamon County Historical Society. 

 

Commissioner Darryl Jones asked if the Fraase Farm, located on Farmingdale Road, is on the 

Sangamon County Registry.  Vice-Chair Sherman reported that it is not.  The Jurgens/Fraase 



Farm dates back to 1904.  Carol Jean Fraase resides there and operates a catering business on the 

property. Commissioner Jones will contact her about registering the farm. 

 

Commissioner Dean Williams displayed a tongue and groove board from the George Power 

Courthouse.  The building was damaged in the 1995 tornado.  Several boards were found in 

nearby fields and were going to be burnt but they were rescued from burning by the caretaker.  It 

was noted that newspapers were glued to the boards and used for insulation.  The tools used to 

make the courthouse will be on display at the tour on Friday. 

 

Staff Reports: None.   

 

Public Comment: None. 

 

Adjourn: Vice-Chairman Sherman entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner 

Jones made a motion to adjourn the April meeting with Commissioner Chiaro seconding this 

motion.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Jane Lewis 



 

Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

May 1, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

   Gabe Chiaro 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Darryl Jones 

   Anthony Mares 

   Robert Sherman     

    Norm Sims 

    Dean Williams 

         

Members Absent: Merilyn Herbert 

      

Staff Present:  Jane Lewis      

 

Others Attending: None 

 

Call to Order: A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the May meeting to order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: After noting the need to change the word “grove” to “groove” Chairman 

Pell entertained a motion to approve the April minutes. A motion to approve the April minutes 

was made by Commissioner Anthony Mares and was seconded by Commissioner Gabe Chiaro. 

The voice vote to approve was unanimous.   

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell reported that Commissioner Randy Schick has 

resigned from the Commission due to health reasons.  Commissioner Jacobson recommended 

that a letter be sent to Mr. Schick, from the Commission, thanking him for his years of service.  

Chairman Pell said that he will compose and send the letter.  Chairman Pell noted that Mr. 

Schick is the only attorney on the Commission and recommended to the County Board that 

another attorney be chosen per County ordinance.   

 

Chairman Pell presented a survey of Crows Mill School now known as the Crows Mill Pub.  

Located on Toronto Road the school was built sometime between 1910 and 1919. 

 

Old Business: None. 

 

New Business: None. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications: None.  

 

Member Reports: Commissioner Dean Williams reported on the tour of the Power Farm.  He is 

working to make this a County Landmark.  It is already on the National Register. 

 

Commissioner Williams also noted the Lincoln Museum in Lincoln Illinois is being redesigned 

and relocated.   They have hired a filmmaker, that has made movies for the History Channel, to 

make a movie for use at the new museum.  Filming will take place at the Iles House on Tuesday.  

Commissioners are welcome to stop by and watch the filming. 

 



Commissioner Darryl Jones reported that he is working with Carol Fraase to complete an 

application for landmarking on the Fraase Century farm located on Farmingdale Road. 

 

Commissioner Gabe Chiaro noted that there is an old school house now used as a residence on 

Sherman Road that he will survey for the next meeting. 

 

Commissioner Anthony Mares congratulated Mr. Norm Sims on receiving the 2013 Rail-Splitter 

Public Service Award from the Central Illinois Chapter of the American Society for Public 

Administration.  Presentation of the award will be at Maldaner’s on Thursday May 9 at from 6 to 

8 pm. 

 

Commissioner Robert Sherman noted that the Camp Butler exhibit will be on display at Iles 

House through October. 

 

Commissioner Jerry Jacobson presented a survey of what is called the “mansion” at 126 Matilda 

in Illiopolis.  This home had been for sale and pictures were provided via the realtor’s website.  

Although not under county jurisdiction, it could be landmarked if an intergovernmental 

agreement were set up between the Commission and Illiopolis. 

 

Staff Reports: Mr. Sims noted that the Landmarks Illinois 2013 Conference on June 27-29 will 

be in Evanston Illinois.  More information can be obtained at www.landmarksil.com.  Mr. Sims 

also reported that fundraising efforts are underway to restore Firehouse #5, the first black 

firehouse in Springfield.  Information is available on the facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstBlackFirehouse.   

 

 

Public Comment: Chairman Pell noted that the 2013 season of the Pied Piper Architecture 

walking tours of downtown begins today.    He also noted that tomorrow will be an Upper Story 

Tour of downtown presented by DSI.   

 

Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to adjourn the May meeting with Commissioner Mares seconding this motion.  

The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Jane Lewis 

http://www.landmarksil.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBlackFirehouse


  

Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

June 5, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

   Gabe Chiaro 

   Merilyn Herbert 

Jerry Jacobson 

   Darryl Jones 

    Norm Sims 

     

         

Members Absent: Anthony Mares 

Robert Sherman 

   Dean Williams 

      

Staff Present:  Abby Bybee      

 

Others Attending: None 

 

Call to Order: A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the June meeting to order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the May minutes was made by Commissioner Gabe 

Chiaro and was seconded by Commissioner Jerry Jacobson. The voice vote to approve was 

unanimous.   

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell reminded everyone that the next regularly 

scheduled meeting is July 3
rd

 at 4pm.   

 

Chairman noted that June 27
th

-29
th

 is a Statewide Preservation Conference put on by Landmarks 

Illinois in Evanston. There could be funds available to attend since this Commission is a certified 

CLG. Norm Sims stated that the Commission could apply for a scholarship for funds toward the 

conference such as mileage, room & board and entry fee.  If more than one Commission member 

attends, then the funds would be split up until the maximum amount awarded is used.  Chairman 

Pell encouraged everyone to attend as it would be a great opportunity to meet colleagues from 

around Illinois.   

 

Chairman Pell stated that he sent a letter to former Commissioner Randy Schick acknowledging 

his contribution to the Commission and thanking him for his years of service.  

 

Chairman Pell announced that this is the first Wednesday of the month which means that 

beginning at 5:30 pm is the Architectural Walking Tour led by Anthony Rubano. Chairman Pell 

encourages everyone to attend as it is always a great time. The tours run May through October.  

 

Chairman Pell announced with great sadness that a colleague, Dick Morse, passed away since the 

last meeting. Pell acknowledges this news here because Dick was very involved in Historic 

Preservation projects. “Dick was a great guy who was active in Rotary, in his church and 

certainly in the world of preservation, which makes the news worth noting. He will be missed.”  

 

Old Business: None. 

 



New Business: None. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications: None.  

 

Member Reports: Commissioner Jerry Jacobson reported that he has done additional research 

about a house in Illiopolis at 126 Matilda which is known as the “mansion”.  He obtained the 

new information from the current owner of the house. It contains bricks that came from 

brickworks that were only active from 1875-1878.  He noted that Mr. and Mrs. Charles Turner 

were the original owners. Also, a tapestry woven by a St. Louis artist of the family called 

“Prairie Journey” hangs in the Western Illinois University museum.  Jacobson noted that he will 

hopefully have a survey from filled out for the July meeting.  

 

Commissioner Herbert is working on getting information for a house that was built in the 1900s 

and is located off the Camp Butler exit.  Chairman Pell encouraged Herbert to take pictures and 

complete a survey form.  

 

Commissioner Gabe Chiaro presented some pictures of an old school house on Sherman Road 

about a mile east of Williamsville blacktop. Chiaro indicated he put new siding on the house 

about 20 years ago and it was then he learned the house was built in the 1930s.  Chairman Pell 

indicated the pictures and information should be added to a survey form. Also, Pell urged Chiaro 

to go to the Sangamon Valley Collection and look at a series of books and documents about the 

schools in Sangamon County.  

 

Commissioner Darrell Jones reported that he met with Carol Fraase regarding the Fraase Farm in 

Pleasant Plains.  Jones said that Carol has a landmarking form and seems interested in moving 

forward. He plans to meet with her before the next meeting.  

 

Staff Reports: None. 

 

Public Comment: None.   

 

Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Jones made 

a motion to adjourn the June meeting with Commissioner Chiaro seconding this motion.  The 

voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Abby Bybee 



  

Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

July 3, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

   Gabe Chiaro 

   Jack Davis 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Darryl Jones 

   Aakash Raut 

    Norm Sims 

    Dean Williams 

            

Members Absent: Merilyn Herbert 

Robert Sherman 

         

Staff Present:  Abby Bybee      

 

Others Attending: David Jostes 

 

Call to Order: A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the July meeting to order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the June minutes was made by Commissioner Gabe 

Chiaro and was seconded by Commissioner Darryl Jones. The voice vote to approve was 

unanimous.   

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell welcomed two new Commission members to 

the meeting. The first is Aakash Raut, who replaced Anthony Mares and Jack Davis, who 

replaced Randy Schick.  The new members introduced themselves thanked the group for the 

opportunity to serve on this Commission.  

 

Chairman Pell asked if anyone attended the statewide preservation conference at the end of June 

and unfortunately no one had.  There will be more preservations opportunities in the future.   

 

Chairman Pell noted that Landmarks Illinois has opened a satellite office in Springfield and it is 

run by Frank Butterfield.  This will provide them a better opportunity to reach out to other parts 

of the State;  Chairman Pell noted they are based in Chicago.   

 

Chairman Pell presented a survey of a utility building that is owned by the City of Springfield. It 

cannot be defined with a certain architectural style. It features reduced classic proportions and 

was once a pumping station for Riverton water and was once owned by the Village of Riverton 

and is located on the northeast corner of Bissell and Shaler Road.  Chairman Pell used this 

opportunity to explain the survey process to the new members.  

 

Guest Speaker:  Commissioner Chiaro introduced his guest, David Jostes, to address the group 

regarding the Edwards Trace.  Mr. Jostes gave a brief presentation of the history behind this trail 

and expressed enthusiasm in the subject matter.  He explained that the trail begins at the first 

State Capital in Kaskaskia and leads to Peoria and beyond. Mr. Jostes presented pictures and 

maps of the trail and welcomed questions from the Commissioners.  Chairman Pell explained the 

landmarking process to Mr. Jostes and he was receptive to the idea.  Mr. Jostes indicated he 



wished the Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau would include the Edwards Trace in 

their documentation. 

 

Old Business: None. 

 

New Business: None. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications: None.  

 

Member Reports: Commissioner Dean Williams announced that the Center for American 

Archeology is putting on Archeology Day on July 13
th

 from 10am-3pm in Campsville, IL. 

Everyone is welcome to attend.  

 

Norm Sims announced that the new members have 90 days to complete the Open Meeting Act 

training which can be found on the Attorney General’s website.  Also, it might be important to 

consider what happens if a landmarked County property is annexed into a certain jurisdiction, in 

particular the Lamplighter.  Chairman Pell said this is a great point and the commission should 

look to address the issue with the Springfield Historic Sites Commission.  

 

Commissioner Jerry Jacobson submitted a survey form for the Matilda House in Illiopolis and 

asked for the original copy back.  Also he is meeting on Saturday with the folks involved with 

the Donner House, which is a residence of a nephew of the Donner’s.  Commissioner Jacobson 

also asked who read the article in the Illinois Times that he wrote.   

 

Commissioner Darrell Jones reported that he met with Carol Fraase regarding the Fraase Farm in 

Pleasant Plains.  Jones said that Carol has a landmarking form and seems interested in moving 

forward. He plans to meet with her before the next meeting.  

 

Staff Reports: None. 

 

Public Comment: None.   

 

Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Chiaro 

made a motion to adjourn the July meeting with Commissioner Jacobson seconding this motion.  

The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Abby Bybee 



Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

August 7, 2013 

 

Members Present: Jerry Jacobson  

         Robert Sherman       

    Aakash Raut 

            Dean Williams     

 

Members Absent: Chuck Pell, Chair 

   Gabe Chiaro 

   Jack Davis  

   Merilyn Herbert 

   Darryl Jones 

 

Others Attending:  
 

There was no action due to lack of quorum. 
 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Jane Lewis 



  

Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

September 4, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

   Jack Davis 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Darryl Jones 

   Aakash Raut 

      Robert Sherman 

    Norm Sims 

    Dean Williams 

            

Members Absent: Gabe Chiaro 

Merilyn Herbert 

         

Staff Present:  Abby Bybee      

 

Others Attending:  
 

Call to Order: A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the September meeting to 

order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: There were no minutes of the August meeting since a quorum was not 

present. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell reminded the group to let Abby know if you 

cannot make a meeting. If more than five commission members, meaning a quorum is not 

present, then staff could send out an email to cancel the meeting. Commissioner Robert Sherman 

asked how that situation works with the Open Meetings Act.  Norm Sims indicated that it could 

be posted that the meeting has been cancelled, as long as the day and time of the meeting has not 

been changed.     

 

Old Business: None. 

 

New Business: None. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications: Commissioner Dean Williams 

presented the landmarking application for the George Power Courthouse at the Historic George 

Power Farm located in Cantrall, IL.  Commissioner Williams indicated the site is on the National 

Register. The site is not open to the public and the owners of the site are very cautious in 

allowing tours because of some past problems.  The courthouse located on the property is a part 

of the farmstead and was the home of George Power who arrived in Illinois in 1821.  In 1829, he 

employed a carpenter to construct this building, the first frame house north to of the Sangamon 

River. In addition to raising cattle and horses, George Power was a justice of the peace for many 

years. In this capacity he presided over what is believed to be Abraham Lincoln’s first court trial 

in which Lincoln represented a man who shot and killed another man’s dog and was being sued 

for it. Lincoln won the case. Commissioner Williams showed a video that detailed the courthouse 

and the items inside.  

 



Sims asked Commissioner Williams if he was making a motion that this body accept and 

recommend to the County Board the landmarking of the George Power Courthouse. 

Commissioner Williams agreed to this motion and Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion. 

The vote to approve was unanimous.  

 

Member Reports: Commissioner Jacobson showed the group pictures of the Watts House on 

Oak Crest Road near Riverton.  It was developed for a movie-house magnate, Mr. Watts, who 

was well known in and around Springfield.  The home is reminiscent of Hollywood and was 

built in the 1920’s.  It resembles the Villa Katherine in Quincy, Illinois.  Commissioner Jacobson 

also submitted the survey report for the Donner House that he has discussed at past meetings.  

 

Commissioner Sherman announced that the Iles House is hosting a fireside chat tonight at 7 p.m. 

discussing the northwest territory.   

 

Commissioner Darryl Jones is working on the landmarking application for the Fraase Farm and 

still needs to get pictures.   

 

Staff Reports: Abby asked if everyone receives Landmarks Illinois emails and if not, let her 

know and she will get you added.   

 

Public Comment: None.   

 

Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Sherman 

made a motion to adjourn the September meeting with Commissioner Jones seconding this 

motion.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Abby Bybee 



  

Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

October 2, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

   Jack Davis 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Darryl Jones 

      Robert Sherman 

    Norm Sims 

    Dean Williams 

            

Members Absent: Gabe Chiaro 

Merilyn Herbert 

Aakash Raut 

         

Staff Present:  Abby Bybee      

 

Others Attending: Ron Ladley 

   Bill Springer 

 

Call to Order: A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the October meeting to 

order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the September minutes was made by Commissioner 

Jack Davis and was seconded by Commissioner Robert Sherman. The voice vote to approve was 

unanimous. 

 

Hearing of Public Comment – George Power Courthouse at the Historic Power Farm: 

Chairman Pell reminded everyone that the nomination is for the courthouse only and not the 

entire farmstead. Pell wrote an initial report and recommendation that follows the outline of the 

ordinance noting that the requirements have been met. Chairman Pell noted that this is the time 

for public comment for the nomination of the George Power Courthouse at the Historic Power 

Farm. Commissioner Dean Williams, who filed the nomination, introduced guest Bill Springer, 

who has an interest in the George Power Farm and is part of the Donner Family of Donner Party 

fame.  Chairman Pell asked Springer if he would like to comment on this particular nomination 

and he did not have a comment.  Chairman Pell noted that Ron Ladley, Chair of the Springfield 

Historic Sites Commission, is present as a guest. Ladley announced that he is delighted to be 

here. Chairman Pell asked Norm Sims how to proceed as it relates to the public hearing portion 

this landmarking process.   Sims noted that the public hearing should be called to order to 

determine if there are any comments related to the nomination that need to be placed on the 

record, and if there are none the public hearing could adjourn. Chairman Pell entertained a 

motion to open the public hearing for comment of the landmarking application for the George 

Power Courthouse. Commissioner Williams made the motion and it was seconded by 

Commissioner Darryl Jones. Chairman Pell pointed out there is no other public present besides 

the two guests and asked if any commissioners had any comments. Commissioner Williams 

noted that the owner of the property is in town and is extremely excited and honored about this 

local recognition. Chairman Pell thanked Commissioner Williams for bringing this nomination to 

the Commission. Commissioner Robert Sherman asked Commissioner Williams if there are 

plans to landmark the entire farmstead and Commissioner Williams indicated that this was the 



plan. Chairman Pell entertained a motion to close the public hearing. Commissioner Sherman 

made the motion to close the public hearing and Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  

 

Sims said that typically what happens is the Chairman of the oversight committee will be the 

sponsor of the resolution when it goes before the County Board on October 8
th

, however, Sims 

spoke with the full committee and the sponsor will be Todd Smith, whose district the nominated 

landmark is in.  

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell does not have anything new to report this 

month.  He encouraged everyone to continue survey work and explore the County.   

 

Old Business: None. 

 

New Business: None. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications: Commissioner Jones brought forth 

a landmarking application for the Fraase Farm and pictures from the property.  Commissioner 

Jones indicated the property has been in the family since 1904 and the current owner has been 

there since the 1960s.  Photos of the property were displayed and discussed. The question of 

significance came up in regards to this property and Commissioner Jones was unsure. 

Commissioner Sherman noted that centennial farms are based on land being held continuously 

by the same family and not about the historic significance of the site or structures. Chairman Pell 

noted that it might be a good idea for Commissioner Jones to approach the property owner and 

ask her what was significant about the dates indicated on the application that may lead us to a 

recommendation for nomination. He indicated it might be a good idea to get the family together 

and look at the entirety of their complex, because they are a known quantity in Sangamon 

County. Chairman Pell felt the group should sit on this application for now. Although the group 

does not want to deny property owners who wish to landmark, but if a property does not meet 

certain criteria that is outlined in our ordinance then landmarking may not be feasible.  

 

Member Reports: Commissioner Sherman announced that the Illinois Barn Alliance is 

proposing for the Illinois Bicentennial a survey of barns in Illinois. They are hoping it will be 

one of the objectives for the 200
th

 anniversary in 2018. Also, Sherman will be attending the 

National Trust meeting in Indianapolis at the end of this month.   

 

Commissioner Jacobson is continuing research of the Watts House that he spoke of at the 

September meeting.  He found out the gentleman who had the house built was Bill Watts in the 

late 1920s.  Watts claims to be the owner of the second oldest movie house in Springfield which 

was built in 1907.  Commissioner Jacobson indicated he is continuing to pursue landmarking of 

this unique structure.  

 

Commissioner Williams again introduced his guest, Bill Springer, who gave a short presentation 

about the Donner family and his research in Sangamon County.  Commissioner Williams also 

announced that he was a part of “landmarking” the first home of George Harrison, one of  The 

Beatles, in Benton, Illinois.  

 

Staff Reports: Sims announced that there will be a press conference related to Firehouse 5 

towards the end of the month.    

 

Public Comment: None.   

 



Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to adjourn the October meeting with Commissioner Jones seconding this motion.  

The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Abby Bybee 



Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

November 6, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

   Jack Davis 

    Merilyn Herbert 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Darryl Jones 

Aakash Raut 

      Robert Sherman 

    Dean Williams 

            

Members Absent: Gabe Chiaro 

   Norm Sims 

         

Staff Present:  Abby Bybee      

 

Others Attending:  

 

Call to Order: A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the November meeting to 

order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the October minutes, with minor modifications 

submitted by Commissioner Jerry Jacobson, was made by Commissioner Robert Sherman and 

was seconded by Commissioner Jack Davis. The voice vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell announced that much has been going on this 

month in terms of personal life, with the loss of his father and the birth of his son, Timon Daly 

Pell who is healthy and happy. He noted that this week the American Institute of Architects 

(AIA) is having a statewide convention and a topic of discussion will be the desire to see a 

statewide tax credit for historic preservation. The state legislature passed a model in Peoria and a 

few other “river front” communities and has seen positive outcomes. They indicate that for every 

dollar spent there are at least seven that come back into the economy. They are hoping for a 25% 

tax credit statewide and this could have a huge impact, especially in our downtown with the TIF 

sun setting in 2016.   

 

Chairman Pell also announced that as co-chair of the SDAT Action Committee, a half-dozen 

architects and architectural firms in Springfield have been working on projects imagining 

housing often with a mix of uses for downtown. Chairman Pell’s office took on the Lottery 

Building and repurposed it to take on housing on the upper two levels and to have research and 

other medically related offices in other parts of the building. The project has gotten some press in 

the SJ-R and it will also be the subject of a Citizen’s Club meeting on Friday, February 28, 2014 

beginning at 8 a.m. at the Hoogland in the Club Room.   

 

Chairman Pell noted that there is a lot happening with Landmarks Illinois, and if anyone is not 

receiving their emails to contact Abby and she will make that happen. They send emails every 

week with good information about what is going on around the state.  

 

Old Business: None. 

 

New Business: None. 



 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications: None. 

 

Member Reports: Commissioner Darryl Jones is still in discussions with the Fraase family 

members about the farm that was discussed at the October meeting. Commissioner Jones 

indicated that the brother in the family is willing to speak to him; they just need to set up a time 

and place. Chairman Pell pointed out that it will be important to discuss with him about all of 

their land in the area and the notion of a centennial farm, and Pell indicated he would be happy to 

accompany him to a meeting with the family members. Commissioner Jones also indicated that 

he will be attending the Gardner Township meeting and has also been told to look into the 

Bomke Family farm that is located in his township. He will have more information at the 

December meeting.  

 

Commissioner Davis has had his eye on a property on the corner of Douglas and South Grand 

that he thinks is located in Leland Grove. Chairman Pell indicated that this property is located in 

the City of Springfield, not Leland Grove and hopefully Springfield Historic Sites has this 

property on their survey, although Commissioner Jacobson indicated that they have not added to 

their survey in a very long time.  

 

Commissioner Sherman attended the National Trust meeting in Indianapolis and had a great time 

and saw some really great presentations.  

 

Commissioner Merilyn Herbert is still trying to take pictures of a house that is located off of 

Camp Butler Road. Chairman Pell suggested a windshield survey might be the best bet at this 

point.  

 

Commissioner Jacobson submitted a completed survey of the Watts House. He displayed the 

pictures at the September meeting and is starting the landmark process for this house. Chairman 

Pell asked if this group would be allowed a tour, and Commissioner Jacobson indicated he would 

inquire.  

 

Commissioner Aakash Raut announced that the Edwards Trace presentation by David Jostes at 

the July meeting has interested him as it is located in his township. Commissioner Raut plans to 

explore this location and will follow up with Commissioner Gabe Chiaro as he was the contact 

for the presentation. 

 

Commissioner Dean Williams went before the County Board in October for the approval of the 

landmarking of the George Power Courthouse and had a great experience. Commissioner 

Williams had asked if there was anything the owner receives for landmarking and Norm Sims 

indicated there was not anything, but it would be a good topic to bring back to this Commission 

to discuss.  Commissioner Williams proposed that someone design some sort of proclamation, 

and if no one is willing to take on this role then he would be willing to do so. Commissioner 

Davis volunteered to assist Commissioner Williams in designing a document indicating that a 

piece of property in Sangamon County is a county landmark.  

 

Staff Reports: None.    

 

Public Comment: None.   

 



Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Davis 

made a motion to adjourn the November meeting with Commissioner Herbert seconding this 

motion.  The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Abby Bybee 



Minutes of Meeting 

Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission 

December 4, 2013 

 

Members Present: Chuck Pell, Chairman 

   Jerry Jacobson 

   Darryl Jones 

Aakash Raut 

      Robert Sherman 

    Norm Sims 

    Dean Williams 

            

Members Absent: Gabe Chiaro 

   Jack Davis 

   Merilyn Herbert 

         

Staff Present:  Abby Bybee      

 

Others Attending:  

 

Call to Order: A quorum being present, Chairman Chuck Pell called the December meeting to 

order. 

 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the November minutes was made by Commissioner 

Robert Sherman and was seconded by Commissioner Darryl Jones. The voice vote to approve 

was unanimous. 

 

Chairman’s Report/Comments:  Chairman Pell announced that this Saturday, December 7
th

 at 

the Old State Capitol from 9:30am-3:30pm there is an event called Best Practices: Illinois 

Roundtable sponsored by the Illinois Association of Historic Preservation Commissions. 

Unfortunately, Pell cannot attend but he hopes that someone from this Commission can go. The 

cost is $20 for members and $25 for nonmembers. Chairman Pell indicated that there may be an 

opportunity to seek reimbursement for the cost of entry, but he is not positive and will look into 

this.  Also, there may be an opportunity to get mileage paid for if you lived farther than 50 miles 

from the Old State Capitol which he doubts anyone on the SCHPC qualifies. 

 

Chairman Pell handed out a copy of the survey form and the instructions.  He encouraged 

Commissioners to fill out surveys for as many things as you can find with as much information 

as possible. One of the responsibilities of this Commission is the survey and we are building a 

resource.  

 

Chairman Pell shared his survey for a historical marker located on the northwest corner of 

Jeffries Road and Route 29.  Pell found this marker to be very interesting as it was placed by a 

group that organized a tree planting initiative.  Commissioner Jerry Jacobson noted that the 

Illinois State Historical Society might have good information on historical markers. Chairman 

Pell indicated that it might be a good idea for this Commission to document all the historical 

markers in Sangamon County and this might be a good start. He noted that 

www.waymarking.com is another good resource for historical marker information.   

 

Certificate Rough Draft: Chairman Pell indicated that he does not believe there needs to be a 

vote on the rough draft, as indicated in the meeting agenda. He pointed out some minor changes 

that need to be made; one being the list of all Commission members should be removed to only 

http://www.waymarking.com/


include the Chairman. Norm Sims suggested that the County Board Chairman also be included 

and everyone agreed. Chairman Pell noted that everyone seems to be in favor of this form and 

again, no vote is required, however it can continue to be modified until everyone is happy with it.  

 

Old Business: None. 

 

New Business: None. 

 

Initial Recommendation for New Landmark Applications: None. 

 

Member Reports: Commissioner Jacobson does not have anything exciting this month. He 

indicated that the owner of the Watts House that was presented last month is not interested in 

landmarking, so he plans to pursue other structures, one being the house on Matilda in Illiopolis.  

Chairman Pell indicated that we would need an intergovernmental agreement with Illiopolis for 

landmarking.  

 

Commissioner Sherman is working on a farmstead with a unique barn and Italianate house on it.  

The farmstead is located in Buckhart and he has presented this site before. Chairman Pell asked 

for a complete survey form for the next meeting.   

 

Commissioner Dean Williams was contacted by Satch Pecori with Hanson Professional Services 

and they are having an issue with a vacant apartment building within the City of Springfield.  

Commissioner Williams was asked my Mr. Pecori if this Commission was trying to preserve the 

property and Commissioner Williams knew nothing of this property. Chairman Pell indicated 

that this is located in the City, and Norm Sims noted that there is nothing before the Springfield 

Historic Sites Commission regarding this property.   

 

Staff Reports: None.    

 

Public Comment: None.   

 

Adjourn: Chairman Pell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Jones made 

a motion to adjourn the December meeting with Commissioner Sherman seconding this motion.  

The voice vote to approve was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Abby Bybee 
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