
The best way to predict the future 
is to create it. 

Abraham Lincoln  
 



ABOUT THE SSCRPC 

Who we are and 
what we do. 
 
We serve as 
both the 
region’s 
WEATHER and 
WHETHER 
bureau: making 
forecasts and 
advising. 



HISTORY & 
STRUCTURE 

In existence for over 
50 years. 
 
In its present form 
since 1987, with 
merger of Springfield 
and Sangamon 
County functions. 
 
Was established by 
County ordinance, 
but is not a 
department of 
County government. 
 
There are 19 entities 
like it in Illinois. 

The Commission’s Membership Structure – 17 Commission 
Members 

 
-- 2 Sangamon County Board members. 
 
 

Representing 

Sangamon County Board Chairman 

Mayor of Springfield 

2 County Board Members: Chairs of Finance and PHS&Z committees 

2 Springfield Aldermen: Nominated by Mayor and confirmed by City 
Council 

3 Citizen Members selected by County Board: Appointed by County Board 
Chair and confirmed by Board 

3 Citizen Members from Springfield Planning & Zoning Commission: 
Nominated  by Mayor and confirmed by City Council 

Chief presiding officers of the Springfield Park District, Springfield Airport 
Authority, Springfield Mass Transit District, Springfield Metro Sanitary 
District, and the Regional Superintendent of Schools. 

Officers must be drawn from the Citizen Members and must rotate 
annually between the City and County members. 
Executive Policy Board: County Board Chair, Mayor, Officers, Citizen 
Member At Large, Special District At Large. 

 



PURPOSE  

Established under the 
Illinois Regional 

Planning Act for the 
general purpose of: 

 
 
 “…guiding and accomplishing 
a coordinated, adjusted, and 
harmonious development of 
said county as a region, and 
the public improvements and 
utilities therein, for the 
purpose of best promoting 
health, safety, morals, order, 
convenience, prosperity, 
efficiency, and economy in the 
process of development and 
the general welfare of said 
region.” 

Structure 
Multi-
jurisdictional 

Region 

Geographic 
jurisdiction 

differs from 
most RPC’s 

Authority 
No “native 
powers” 

Work 
Work is 

reflected in 
its funding 

Approach 

Is nonpartisan, 
objective & 
independent 



MISSION 

To provide the 
professional 
expertise and 
objective analysis 
that communities in 
the region need to: 
        Assess their 
opportunities; 
        Sharpen their 
visions; and,  
        Design the 
strategies needed to 
achieve them. 

 

• Study issues and problems, providing objective and well-
reasoned analysis. 

ADVISING 

• Apply strategic, comprehensive, land use and planning 
skills to a community’s needs. 

PLANNING 

• Evaluate programs and services, conduct surveys, and 
help identify measures. 

EVALUATING 

• Help communities prepare for the future, not simply 
react to it. 

LEADING 



ORGANIZATION 

Oversight 
 

Planning Commission 
 

Executive Policy Board 
 

Sangamon County 
Board’s Finance 

Committee 
[Fiscal & Personnel Policies] 

Executive Director 

NORM SIMS 

Transportation 
Planning 

LINDA 
WHEELAND 

Development 
Planning 

JOE  
ZEIBERT 

Land Use & 
Environmental 

Planning 

MOLLY 
BERNS 

Strategic & 
Comprehensive 

Planning 

JEFF 
 FULGENZI 

Administrative 
Group 

MARY JANE  NIEMANN 

Sangamon 
County Zoning 

Zoning, liquor and gaming  
regulation  

Executive 
Policy Board 

THE 
COMMISSION 



DEVELOPMENT 
PLANNING 

ADDRESSES WHAT’S 
ON THE GROUND. 
 
Manages and 
coordinates  review 
and approval of land 
development 
projects. 
 
Administers and 
documents various 
land division 
processes. 
 
Conducts numerous 
special development 
related studies and 
planning projects. 

City and County land subdivision review and 
process coordination, including Large Scale & 

Planned Unit Development review. 

Plat Act administration and land divisions. 

Natural areas inventory and updating. 

Land Development Project Locator System, 
and various other GIS applications. 

Economic Impact Modeling. 

Various research and analytic studies, such as the  Springfield City 
Center Inventory, waste water cost  analysis, identification of 
potential industrial sites, east Springfield development plan. 



LAND USE & 
ENVIRONMENTAL  
PLANNING 

CONSIDERS HOW  
LAND IS USED. 
 
Reviews and analyzes 
zoning requests for 
Sangamon County 
and Springfield. 
 
Provides planning 
related to 
environmental 
matters, such as 
flooding and natural 
hazards.  
 
Assists in historic 
preservation activities. 
 
 

Provides zoning review and analysis for both 
Sangamon County and the City of Springfield. 

Assists communities with zoning ordinance 
development and land use issues research. 

Maintains digital zoning map development and 
project tracking. 

Floodplain administrator for Sangamon County 
and recertification in the National Flood 

Insurance Community Rating System. 

Conducts Land Evaluation and Site Assessment 
(LESA) scoring. 

Provides multi-jurisdictional natural hazards 
mitigation planning. 

Assists the Sangamon County Historic 
Preservation Commission as well as Historic 

Zoning review for City of Springfield. 



STRATEGIC & 
COMPREHENSIVE 
PLANNING 

PROVIDES A VISION 
 
Provides strategic 
and comprehensive 
planning services. 
 
Conducts various 
research and 
analytic projects.  
 
Provides specialized 
planning assistance. 
 
Staff major 
intergovernmental 
organizations. 
 
 

Regional Strategic Planning. 

Development of municipal comprehensive 
plans. 

Redevelopment and corridor planning. 

Local and regional economic development 
analysis and planning. 

Staff assistance to the Citizens’ Efficiency 
Commission for Sangamon County. 

Staff assistance to the Regional Leadership 
Council. 

Various research, analytic and evaluative 
projects, including SangStat. 



TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING 

PLANS HOW TO GET 
FROM HERE TO THERE 
 
Coordinates 
transportation 
planning for the 
metro area: SATS. 
 
Addresses all modes 
of transportation.  
 
Studies and models 
the impact of 
changes. 
 
Considers leverage 
of transportation 
assets. 
 
 

Coordinates and administers Springfield Area 
Transportation Study - MPO 

Develops long-range and arterial roadway 
network plans. 

Studies the impact of transportation on local 
growth. 

Plans bicycle and pedestrian ways. 

Provides public and rural transportation 
planning assistance. 

Provides data and planning assistance for high 
speed rail. 

Various research, analytic and illustrative 
projects: Transit Oriented Development, 

Downtown Parking. 



SPECIAL PROJECTS 
& PRODUCTS 

Better Information 

Better Understanding 

Better Involvement 



“RETAILING” 
INFORMATION 

Interactive Maps 
 

Sangamon County Zoning 
Central Business District  

Registered Neighborhood 
Associations 

Development Project 
Locator 

Natural Areas Inventory 

 
Apps 

 

Bike Hazards Application 
 

Under Development 
 

SATS Road Projects 
School District Information 

 



STAY IN CONTACT 

SSCRPC 

200 South 9th Street,  

Room 212 

Springfield, Illinois 

62701-1629 

 

Phone: 217.535.3110 

FAX: 217.535.3111 

Email: 

sscrpc@co.sangamon.il.us. 
 

Visit us on the  

web: 

www.sscrpc.com 

And on  

Facebook 

mailto:sscrpc@co.sangamon.il.us

